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From: ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.oro (mailto;ulc·directors@lists.urbanljbraries.org) On Behalf Of Weeks, 

Roosevelt Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 12:24 PM 
To: ulc·directors@ljsts.urbanlibraries.org 
Subject: [ULC·Dlrectors] Petitioning on library property 

All-

We are being challenged on our policy that restrict petitioning (gathering signatures) or distributing non-library 
literature on library property. Please let me know if you have a similar policy restricting petitioning. Thanks in advance 
for your help. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 

Central library I Director of libraries 

512-97 4.7 444 I roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Georgia Lomax <glomax@piercecountyfibrary.org> 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 6:49 PM 
Weeks. Roosevelt; ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 
RE: [ULC-Directors) Petitioning on library property 

Link to Pierce County Library's�· 
Supporters of petitions may solicit signatures on library property, but not within the library building because of space 
limitations. Signature gatherers must not interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic into and out o f  the library 
building. Signs may not be posted on the building. Petition supporters wishing to set up a small table (no more than 
36"x36") may do so only when there is sufficient space and after receiving approval from the building supervisor. 

Georgia Lomax, Executive Director 
Pierce County Library System 
Direct: 253.548.3421 
Petra McBride, Assistant: 253.548.3420 
www.piercecountylibrarv.org 

From: ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org [mailto:ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org] On Behalf Of Weeks, 
Roosevelt 
Sent: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 11:24 AM 
To: ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 
Subject: (ULC-Directors) Petitioning on library property 

All-

"!c are being challenged on our policy that restric
� 
petitioning (gathering signatures) or distributing non-library 

literature on library property. Please let me know 1fyou have a similar policy restricting petitioning.Thank.sin advance 

for your help. 

Regards, 

Roosevelt Weeks 

Central Library I Director of Libraries 
512-97 4-7 444 I rooseyelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello Roosevelt, 

Here's our policy: 

Johnson, Kimberly <Kim.Johnson@tulsalibrary.org> 

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 1228 PM 

Weeks, Roosevelt 
RE: [ULC-Diredors) Petitioning on library propeny 

Individuals and/or orgonizotions ore prohibited from circulating petitions ond soliciting business or funds in the library, or 

in the immediate oreo of the entrance to any library. 
Essentially, we allow but we will not allow petitioners to be in the library or block our entrances. I can't find the email, 
but some years ago our attorney said we couldn't keep them from being on our property, but we can keep them from 
disrupting business. 

I hope this helps. 
Kim 

I Kimberly Johnson I Chief f!ceculive Officer 
(9181 549·7367 I Kim.Johnson�tu!solibrorv om 

• Tulsa City-County library ( Cenlral Library 1400 Civic Center I Tulsa. 0<74103 
www !ul!Olibrorv 0<9 I Foceboo+; I !willer 

From: ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibranes.org (mailto:uk·directors@lis1Surbanlibraries.org) on Behalf Of w k 
Roosevelt 

ee s, 

Sent: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 1:24 PM 
To: ulc·direc1ors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 
Subject: (ULC·Directors) Petitioning on library propeny 

All-

We are being challenged on our policy that restrict petitioning (gathering signatures) or distrlbutln 1 b 
literature on library propeny. Please let me know if you have a similar pollc 1 1 

i non- 1 rary 

for your help. 
V restr ct ng petitioning. Thanks 1n advance 

Regards, 

Roosevelt Weeks 

Central Library I Director of Libraries 
512-974-7444 I roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC .., D ... 
LIBRARY u II.II 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Roosevelt, 

Lauber, Dawn <Dlaube@milwaukee.gov> 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 7:57 AM 

Weeks, Roosevelt 
Kiely, Paula 
RE: [ULC-Directors) Petitioning on library propeny 

1823_DistributionOfliteratureOrObtainingPetitionsAtubraryBuildings_lrs.do< 

/\sour Director has requested, I am sharing our full procedure in the attachment. Below is the pertinent clip from that 
procedure which covers petit ions. These few sentences have served us very well for many years. 

Distribution of Literature or Obtaining Petitions ot Library Buildings 

Active Distribution of Literature o r  Obtaining Signatures for Petitions 

l. Literowre, surveys or petitions ore not to be distributed to people inside library facilities, but only on public sidewalks 
outside the library entrance. 

2. Persons distributing literature or obtaining signatures for petitions must not interfere with due 
orderly entry to or departure from library buildings. 

I'm happy to ilnswer any questions you may have. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dawn 

Dawn lauber I Public Services Area Manager-Branch libraries IMilwiukee Public library I 814 w. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee WI 53233 I 414·286-3009 I dlaube@milwaukee.gov 

VISION 

M

MP

11

Lis o
k
n anchor Institution that helps build healthy families and vibrant neighborhoods - the foundation of a strong 

wou ee. 

MISSION 
Inspiration starts here -we help people read, learn, and connecc. 

From: Klely, Paula 
sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 5:22 PM 
To: Lauber, Dawn Subject: Fwd: [ULC·Dlrectors] Petitioning on library property 

Hi Dawn, 

Please send our related policies to Roosevelt. 



Thank you. 

Paula 

Sent from my 1Phone 

Begin forwarded message: 

Resent-From: ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibranes.org 

From: "Weeks, Roosevelt" <Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas goV> 

Date: March 7, 2018at1:23:44 PM CST 
To: ulc·djrectors@lists.urbanlibraries org 

Subject: (UlC-Oirectors) Petitioning on library property 
Reply-To: Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov 

All-

We are being challenged on our policy that restrict petitionin8 (gathering signatures) or distributing non­
library literature on library property. Please let me know if you have a similar policy restricting 
petitioning. Thanks in advance for your help. 

Regards, 

Roosevelt Weeks 
Central Library I Director of Libraries 
512-97 4-7 444 I roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

...... AUSTIN ' . PUBLIC 
LIBRARY c o a 
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Petitioning and Electioneering 
It is the policy of the St. Louis Public Library to prohibit all campaigning, petitioning, 

canvassing. interviewing. survey taking, distribution of materials, photography or 

videotaping, soliciting or sales in library buildings and on library property without 

written permission from library administration. (Appropriate Use of the Library 

Policy adopted by the Board of Directors June 26, 2000 and Revised September 10, 

2007.) 

Individuals and/or organizations requesting Library permission to petition must 

submit their requests in writing or by email to the Deputy Director. Requests must 

include the name of the organization/petitioner, the reason for petitioning, the 

locations, dates, and times petitioning is requested, and contact information for the 

individual submitting the request. 

St. Louis Public Library allows the circulation of petitions outside its facilities as long 

as this activity does not interfere with the conduct of business or impede the free 

access of the public to Library buildings and resources. Specifically, individuals or 

organizations gathering petition signatures may stand on Library property. as long 
as they maintain a distance of 25 feet from entrances and/or exits. do not block or 

interfere with customers seeking to use the Library, or otherwise disrupt Library 

patrons or activities. Petitioners are not guaranteed the use of an area protected 

from sun, heat, or inclement weather. Signs promoting petitions may not be placed 

on doors or buildings and petitioners must in no way affiliate themselves with the 
Library, either through written publicity, signage, or verbal statements. Petitioners 

are required to register at the Library's Customer Service Desk prior to gathering 

signatures. 

Petitioning Inside Library buildings is prohibited. Petitioners refusing to comply with 

this policy will be asked to leave Library property. 

Electioneering, Including the distribution of election literature and the posting of 

signs, Is permitted only on election days; however, any such activity Is prohibited 

within 25 feet of polling places. (Missouri State Statute (RSMo § 115.637(18)). 

Noncompliance may result In a conviction for a class four election offense 

punishable by fine and/or imprisonment. 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Peter Bromberg <pbromberg@slcpl.org> 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 1:48 PM 
Weeks, Roosevelt 
ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 

Subject: Re: (ULC·Directors) Petitioning on library property 

Hi Roosevelt, here is our policy (it's guided by City Ordinance): 

MTG3 Petitions 

The Salt Lake City Public Library recognizes citizens' fundamental right of political expression. 

As a politically neutral institution, the Library does not endorse or oppose the issues or views 
expressed through a petition drive. 

Petitioning is not permitted inside Library buildings, including the Urban Room of the Main Library. The right to petition on Library grounds is granted through Salt Lake City Corporation's Special Events Office. 

Individuals or groups wishing to pet ition on the grounds of any City Library must obtain a Free Expression Activity Permit from Salt Lake City Corporation's Special Events Office, 801-535-6110 or: 

Petitioners must fully comply with Salt Lake City Corporation's First Amendment Petition Guidelines. 

Best, Peter 

Peter Bromberg 
Executive Director 
Salt Lake City Public Library 210 East 400 South 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
801-524-8201 

-------------------- -- --
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Weeks, Roosevelt 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Singleton, David <Dsingleton@cmlibrary.org> 
Wednesday. March 7, 2018 2:01 PM 
weeks, Roosevelt 
RE: (ULC·Directors) Petitioning on library property 

Hi, Roosevelt. I hope you are enjoying Austin. 

Petitioning is not allowed on library property; here are our library use guidelines: 

hups:l/cmlibrary.org/library-usc-guidelines\ 

Best, 

--David 

David W. Singleton 
Diredor of Libraries 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Library 
310 N. Tryon St Charlotte. NC 28202 
704-416-0612 office 
704-416-0677 fax 
dsingleton@cml1bcary.org www cmlibrarv.ora 

Our Mission: To improve lives and build a stronger community. 

Love your Library? Make a s1f:!. to your Library Foundation todayl 

El'tlllil corrt$p0flc#nc. (and any •�hnNntS) lo vd from /his addffu may be con�• public record sub}«:t to public records requests puf3u811t to NOtth caro1111a Public Records Law. resullfnp In monltorlnp ltlld pot11nt111t dlselosuff of this message to third pllrtlas. 

From: ulcodlrectors@llsts.urbanllbrarles.ora [mallto:ulc-dlrectors@Jlsts.urbanllbrarles.org) On Behalf Of Weeks, Roosevelt 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 2:24 PM 
To: ulc·dlrectors@llsts.urbanlibrarles.org 
SUb)11c:t: (ULC·Olrectors) Petitionins on library property 

All-

------------------- - - - J 
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for your help. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 
Central Library I Director of Libraries 

512-974-7444 1 roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 
From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Vassallo, Anita <Anita.Vassallo@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 1:32 PM 

Weeks, Roosevelt; ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibraries org 
RE: [ULC ·Directors) Petitioning on library property 

I don't know if this is helpful, because we do in fact, allow petitioning on library grounds. 

Petitioning or in-person distribution of literature 

• Within the library buildings: Petitioning, solicitation, distribution of literature, or canvassing are no! 
allowed In the libraries. Rare exceptions may be made for specific library or County projects only with the 
express approval of the library Director. 
On library grounds: Groups or individuals may petition, solicit, canvas or distribute literature on library 
parking lots, sidewalks. or grounds. so long as they do not impede access to the building or interfere with its 
use through excessive noise or other disturbance. 
Fundraising for organizations other than the Friends of the Library and its affil iate s is not permitted in library 
buildings or on library grounds. 

Anita T Vassallo 
Acting Director 

Montgomery County Public Libraries 
Administration 
21 Maryland Avenue, Suite 310 
Rockville, MD 208SO 
240.777.0012 (w) 240·328-2217 (m) 
240·777.0008 (flc) 
www .mo

otgomervcountymd.gov 

Did you know that at MCPL you have access to an amazing variety of �chnolog g I m!).U? Ve u pmeot. resources. and 



Petitioning or in-person distribution of literature 

• Within the library buildings: Petitioning, solicitation, distribution of literature, or canvassing are not 
allowed in the libraries. Rare exceptions may be made for specific library or County projects only with the 
express approval of the Library Director. 
On l ibrary grounds: Groups or individuals may petition, solicit, canvas or distribute literature on library 
parking lots, sidewalks, or grounds, so long as they do not impede access to the building or interfere with its 
use through excessive noise or other disturbance. 
Fundraising for organizations other than the Friends of the Library and its affiliates is not permitted in library 
buildings or on library gr ounds. 

From: ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org <ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org> On Behalf Of Weeks, Roosevelt 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 2:24 PM 
To: ulc·directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 
Subject: [ULC·Directors] Petitioning on library property 

All-

"!e are being �hallenged on our policy that restrict petitioning (gathering signatures) or distributing non-library 
literature on library property. Please let me know if you have a similar policy restricting petitioning. Thanks in advance 
for your help. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 
Central library I Director of Libraries 
512-974-74441 roosevelt.weeks@ayslintexas.goy 

....... AUSTIN Ji . PUBLIC .., D .... 
LIBRARY 1W M 

-u;�·.;:!;i».:;j;:; �-��:.� �;�;,:;:;,:��;�;�-;�-;j,;;;.�,:;;··--·-------
or ;11sl R11p(1• 1<1 respond011/ y to 1he stndC!r. 
P<w a ntll' group mex.wge tn 11/c-djrecrnr.fl@/ist.v 11rhunt;hrarie.v,wg 

tt-Dimmion Archiw:: b.ltvs:11qrchj1•e.111aU-t;,f1.co111111[c-djrC!C1ors 
2 

_J 



( Csername: 11/c-director.� Passw(lrd: 11/cst!crel J 

Visit ULC's Knoirlr:dgr: Ct!nter ta 1•ieir prtt1·iom help.Jid e-Disc11s.,ions. 

hup: 11hi1.!rl1zDgS5 l' 

(f you hai·e any quest inns. concern� or.f�i!dloark. pleatt! emml 

in fol{!, 11r html ihrar ies. nrg. 

Check 0111 the other (.IC Jlember Groupl·! 
huv: •!hit. /i12vKF c8Z 

Urh(ln Libmrii!s Cmmcif. 13.U II S1 .\"W. S11i1e /000 We.I'/. ll'ashi11Rto11. DC 10005 

To unsubscribe, switch to/from digest, get on/off vocation, or change your email address, click here. 
http:/Jcqi. moil-list.com/u ?ln=ulc-directors&nm=onito. vossollo%40mon tqomervcoun tymd. gov 
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HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

Department of Library Services 

SUBJECT: PETITIONING 

EFFECTIVE: MARCH 1, 2018 

1. PURPOSE: 

LS 508 
Policies and Procedures Manual 

SUPERSEDES: 5/2015 

A. The Tampa-Hillsborough Coun�y Public Libr�ry fTH�L) a
f
llows pe

t.
titionin� ;

md 
ed canvassing on library property in support of its m1ss1on o pro'!1o mg an 1n1orm 

citizenry by providin g a forum for citizens to address community needs and 

respond to community growth and change. 

2. Poucv: 
A. P etitioning , canvassing, and similar types of citizen initiatives designed to 

contact, survey, gather signatures, share information, and or/inform citizens 
about various topics are only al lowed within a designated area outside the library 
building. No petitioning, canvassing, or similar types of citizen initiatives are 
allowed inside the library building. No solicitation or fundraising is permitted. 

B. The space for petitioning, or similar citizen initiatives, shall be designated by the 
Library Regional Manager, or designee. Requests are handled on a first-co me, 
first-served basis, and must not impede access to the building. Organizations, 
groups, or individuals shall be refused space if the designated areas meeting the 
location requirements above have been filled. 

C. Petitioners must provide contact Information for themselves and for the group for 
which they are working for emergency, safety, and liability purposes. 

D. Organizations, groups. or Individuals are responsible for bringing their own 
equipment and furniture. 

E. Signs and posters cannot be affixed to the building. 
F. Sound amplification and/or other equipment cannot be used. 
G. The organization, group, or individual petitioning or conductin g similar citizen 

Initiatives ls responsible for the information presented. Permission to use THPL property does not Imply that THPL or H i llsborough County endorses the purposes, policies, or contents of the organization, group, or individual. 
H. Petl�l?ners must not Impede or Interfere with customers' access to library facilities and are subject to the library's Code of Conduct, LS502. 

3. PROCEDURE: 
A. �hfn an organl�tion, group, or individual sets up t o  petition or perform a s m lar action on library property, the Branch Supervisor: 

1) �
H
et
P

elrmPlnels whether or not the activity remains In compliance with the above et tionlng Policy. 

LS PoHclos and Procedures Manual Sub)ect: Petitioning Page f of2 



HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
Department of Library Services 

LS 508 
Policies and Procedures Manual 

2) Notifies their Library Regional Manager of the contact information of the 
organization, group. or individual utilizing the library property. 

B. The Library reserves the right to refuse individuals. groups. or organizations 
space for petitioning. Refusal can be based

_ 
upon, but is not limit�d to: 1 )  

disruption of  normal library business operations such as obstructing entra�ce 
and exit of library facilities; 2) conducting petitioning outside of normal business 
hours. Refusal cannot be of an arbitrary or capricious nature in accordance with 
this policy. Individuals, groups, or organizations may ask for reconsideration of a 
denial by taking the following steps: 

1) The individual, group, or organization should first seek resolution from the 
branch or department supervisor. 

2) If unsatisfied with the response of the branch or department supervisor, the 
individual, group, or organization may complete and send an Appeal for Use 
of Library Petitioning Space form to the Director of Libraries requesting 
review of petitioning space denial. The form must be received no later than 
15 days after the initial complaint to the branch or department supervisor. 

3} The Library Director or deslgnee appoints a panel of three Managers to 
review the petitioning space denial and address the party's complaint. The 
panel reviews the appeal form request and any relevant policies and informs 
the party in writing of Its decision within fifteen days of receipt of the 
group/organization's complaint. 

4} Within seven days of receipt of the review panel's decision, the party may 
send a letter to the Director of Libraries asking for rescission of the denial 
and the reasons for the requested rescission. The Director has seven days 
to review the panel's decision and respond to the group/organization in 
writing. 

5} Within seven days of receipt of the Director's decision, the party may send a 
letter to the Tampa-Hiiisborough County Public library Board requesting 
review of the denial. The Library Board reviews the decision at their next 
regularly scheduled Board meeting and informs the party of their decision in 
writing. The decision of the Library Board Is final. 

4. AUTHORITY: 

Pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 84-443, Laws of Florida, the Public Library Board 
(the Library Board) has the duty and the responsibility, among others, to serve in a 
recommendin� capacity to the Director of Library Services and to the County 
Administrator in respect to all matters pertaining to the Public library System of 
Hillsborough County (the Library System) and library services. 

Approved: 
Andrew Breidenbaugh, Director 

LS Pollcle11 and ProcadurH Manual 
Subject: Petitioning Pago2of2 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject.: 

Thanks! 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 

Weeks, Roosevelt 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 7:02 PM 

'Georgia Lomax' 

RE: [ULC-Directors] Petitioning on library property 

Central Library I Director of Libraries 

512-974-7444 I roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

...... AUSTIN ' . PUBLIC .., D " LIBRARY � M 

From: Georgia Lomax [mailto:glomax@plercecountyllbrary.org) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 6:49 PM 
To: Weeks, Roosevelt <Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov>; ulc-directors@lists.urbanlibraries.org 
Subject: RE: (ULC-Directors) Petitioning on library property 

Link to Pierce County Library's QQ.)j££. 
Supporters of petitions may solicit signatures on library property, but not within the library building because of space 
limitations. Signature gatherers must not interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic Into and out of the library 
building. Signs may not be posted on the building. Petition supporters wishing to set up a small table (no more than 
36"x36") may do so only when there Is sufficient space and after receiving approval from the building supervisor. 

Georgia Lomaic, Executive Director 
Pierce County library System 
Direct: 253.548.3421 
Petra McBride, Assistant: 253.548.3420 
www plercecountv11brarv.org 

From: ylc·dlrectors@llsts.urbanlibrarles.org [mallto:ylc-dlrectors@llsts.yrbanl!brarles org) on Behalf Of weeks. 
Roosevelt 
Sent: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 11:24 AM 
To: ylc·djrectors@llsts.urban!lbrar!es.org 
SUbject: [ULC-Dlrectors] Petitioning on library property 

All-

_J 



. tr t etitioning (gathering signatures) or distributing non-lib�ary We are being challenged on our pohcy that �s ic./ ou have a similar policy restricting petitioning. Thanks rn advance literature on library property. Please let me now 1 y 
for your help. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 
Central Library I Director of Libraries 
512_974_7444 1 roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC _., . 0 n LIBRARY � Ml 

....... ___ ,. ______ .., ___ .,. ................................................ -----.. ............. - ·-.... ·---------·· ··-. 
l.Z\'e 'Reply-All' to pust your 1111!.t.mge to the group. m· just 'Reply' lo respond nn(v to lite sendt!1'. Post u nell' group 111c.w1ge to uk-dircctor,\"Cili.r1s,11rhcmlihrwic.r.org. 
c1-J)isc1usion Arc/ii 1·e: hllvs:/:(lrc:hin:, 111ai/-/ist.L·o111, ulc-directm:I' (L�remetme: 11/c-direL'tors Pas.1·11·ard: 11/c.w:t·re11 

Visit C:l.C�\' K11mr!t?df!..: Center 111 1·it.'11· pre1•ivm· hL'11!f1tl e-Disrnssill11.1. '1llp:11hi1 frll:DgS5f. 
lfyou hm·e any ljllf!slions. c:oncerns orfeedh"ck. plem·.: emui/ in fo'li'.urhan/ihraries. org. 

Check n11t the othl!r (.'/,( · .itemb.:r Gm11p�·.' h11p:ilhlt, {i '121 'K fcHZ 

Urhcm librttrit?s Co1111cil. 1313 Ii St .\'#+'. Suite 1000 ll'esr. lf'a.thing1n11. DC 20005 

To 11ns11fo·,·ri�1.1 . .  1witch 1�.'./1"1111 dige.w. get 011.'ojf 1·acmlm1. or changl! your email addre�·s. dick hen•. 
· !.· i I - · · 111? 1 = 1 -ir1 tor,\' ·nm,. 7/011 1r"/D./(J ier ·e ·o 1111 t/ihr1r • II' 
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McBee, Dana 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Pool, Leslie 

Weeks, Roosevelt 
Monday, February 19, 2018 12:46 PM 
Library - Executive Team; lnabnitt. Dave 
FW: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin -- Petitioning on public property 

(Austin Public Library property) is legally protected free speech 

Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 12:26 PM 
To: Linda Curtis ; Morgan, Anne <Anne.Morgan@austintexas.gov>; Cronk, Spencer 

<Spencer.Cronk@austlntexas.gov>; Weeks, Roosevelt <Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: 8111 Aleshire Bill  SOS Allia nc-red Fred Lewis 

, · < my.Smith@austm ex .gov> 
u iec : e: ease an esist Warning Issued to City of Austin •• Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library 

property) Is legally protected free speech 

Linda, thanks for copying me, along with the entire Council, o n  your message protesting how volunteer petition· 
gatherers were treated at the City's libraries. The North Village library is in District 7. 

What happened to volunteer petitioners out.side the libraries is of real concern to me, given that the Austin City Charter 
protects residents' right to initiative and referendum. I understand, too, that no one complained about the volunteers 
and, in the North Village Incident, the volunteers had first gone inside to advise the library manager that they would be 
outside and were told that they could not petition outside the library, and so they were prevented from doing so. 

The "Herfurth Memo" purports to give advance direction to city library staff with regard to the lndyAust1n petitioners. 

I'm curious how this directive actually applies since by all reports the petitioners were not inside the libraries, were not 
using a meeting room (although it appears that if they had reserved a meeting room then gathering signatures would be 

in accord with the rules and thus allowed), were not disruptive, and were not disrupting library activity. And again, at 
least in the North Village Incident, the volunteers were prevented from petitioning. 

With this message, copied to the City Attorney and City Manager, I am requesting that staff keep me apprised of 
discussions and actions taken to resolve this matter. 

I hope that this matter is rectified and resolved in short order. 

Regards, 

Leslie 

Leslie Pool 
Council Member, District 7 
Austin City Council 
512.978.2107 

From: Linda Curtis 
5ent: Monday, February 19, 2018 10:39:03 AM 
To: Adler, Steve; Garza, Delia; Renteria, Sabino· Casar Gregorio· Kitchen Ann· Flann'igan J' T I · Ell p I ' , , , , , 1mmy; roxc air, en; oo, 

1 



· Ora· Morgan Anne· Cronk, Spencer Leslie; Tovo, Kathie; allison.alter@austmtexas.g�v; Houston, ' ' ' 

Cc: Bill Aleshire; Bill SOS Allianc�; Fred Fred Lewis 
f A tin •• Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library Subjttt: Cease and Desist Warn mg Issued to City o us 

property) Is legally protected free speech 

Dear Mayor, City Coundl Mtmbtrs and City Management: 

. • • ·h I" o{lndy'4uitin SPAC si9ned by attorneys Bill Aleshlrt, Bill Bunch and Frtd Ltw/s. I am sending thu letur la you on uc a 1 • 

Pita st {ttl {rtt 10 rtoch Bin Alts hf rt who represents Indy Austin. 

Thank you. 

li11dn C11nis 

lndyAustin.org 

PO Box 41479 
Austin. TX 78704 
512-535-0989 oltice 
512-657-2089 cell 

Let Austin Decide! I Indy Austin 

111dyaustm orq 

lndyAustin SPAC 
PO Bo• 41479, Austin, Tens 78704 

512.535.0989 • todrAut[tn.oro 

Let Austin Decide! I Indy Austin 

inclya�1stin.org 

Dear Mayor Adlor, Oty Council Membor Pro-Tem Tovo, City Council Members Alter, tasar, Fl1nntc111. Gun, H0utlon, lt.1tchen. Poo� Rtntona and Troxclalr. City Manaser Cronk and City Attorney Mor1an: 

On Saturday, February 17, potlllontrs for holdlllg 1 pub&c VOio on CodtNEXT were stopped from petltlonlna on CltY O"Nned pubhc pr91>erty, speclllcally 111  number of Austin Public Ubnry locations. library Manaers told thew petitioners to luw the property buod on a directive from library M1n11emen1, In no cue did lndlvtdual llbrary Manaatrs cite any complain IS from lbrary 11sers. In one case, a petition..-was threatened wllh crlrnlnal irespus ••d lswed a warnln& notlct by pollc•. Thue petitioners lndude 1111 Bunch (lW!n Ow Ubrary), Jeff i.tk (Twin Oaks library), 



Scott Royder (Spicewood library), Mark Lestkierwlcz and Hannah Young (Manchaca Library), Oebble Russell (Hampton Ubrarvl and Saira and Doug 

Morgan (N. Village Library). 

All library managers were polite and several even expressed embarras
.
sment about what they were directed to do - to eiect obviOusly concerned 

citizens who were simply expressing their right to free speech on pubhc property. 

We befieve the City's interference in petitioning for an initiative for adoption of a City ordinance-regardless of th.e c�ntent of �he proposed 

ordinance-is without legal authority and vtolates petitioners' rights under the first Amendment, the Te>cu Const1tutt0n, and City law. 

On Thursday, February 1s••. tndyAustin petition manager, Linda Curlis, made a courtesy caU to Laura Pollo, Assistant to Mr .
. 
Roosev

.
elt Weeks • .  

Director of the Austin Publlc Libraries. At that time, Ms. Pollio thanked Curtis and thought there would be no problem. Curtis mentioned on this call 

that petitioners had, In fact, been petitioning for months at the Austin Central library without any problem or incident Pollio agreed. 

At approximately12:00 pm, F,riday, February 16, Ms. Curtis received a call from Dana McBee who said petitioners could not be on any hbrary 

property. McBee promised that a communication to Ms. Curtis and Fred lewis. citing the ordinance or rules governing this woold be shared from 

Ms. Herfurth's office. No such notice came to either Curtis or Lewis. 

Attached is an email dated February 16"' from Sharon Herlurth, the Division Manager of the City of Austin omce of Programs & Partnerships. The 

Herfurth memo was not forwarded to lndyAustin until after the first petitioners being ejected - Saira and Doug Morgan -from the N. Vinace 

library. It was forwarded to Ms. Curtis, with Herfurlh's permission, by N. Village manager Michael Abramov. 

Allorney Bill Aleshire represents lndyAustin-one of the groups petitioning on CodeNEXT. On Saturday. February 17, Aleshire. after reading the 
Herfurth memo sent this note to Oty Attorney Anne Morgan: 

I htotd obour this issue this morning ond wonted to contact you right owoy. The attoched email wos sent to library staff to stop my dienl 
lndyAustJn from gathering s ianoru1ts on their petition regarding CodeNEXT. Frankly, the wording ond link in this tmoil from Austin staff appears to 

Indicate o content·bosed enforcemen� targeting these porrlculor petlf/oners for this porriculor issut, oway from libtory povons todoy. Undo Curtis, 

8i/J Bunch, Jeff Joel<, ond other volunteers ore ot l1brories, without disrupting ony trofflC ot the en1roncts or operation of the /1brooes invrtmo people 

to sign the petition. Of note, thtv ore getting o very enrhuslosric 1esponse from people who like to reod ond go to l1bra1lts. The /1brory customers 

ore not only nor comploinlng, they seem to oppreclote the opportunity to slQn the petition .... 

Also ln the email Aleshire made reference to the Oty Charter initiative provision, Article r.t, M!tlion 1: 

§ 1. · POWER OF INITlll.TIVE. 
The .people.of t�e city reserve the oow�r of direct luislatlon by inltiatlvt. and In the exercise of suth power may propose arrv ordinance, 
not in conflic t with this Charter, the state constitution, or the state laws except an ordinance appropriatine money 01 authorizing the levy of 
taxes ... 

We contend lhil based on the people's reservation in the Charttr of their ri&ht to Initiative peti tionin• the Councn d th c· M I 
h · b di d · . . 

.. '' an e 1ty anagttr adc 
aut onty, y or nance or• min

.
1s1r�tive rule, to interfere In petitionlns onywherr unleu the petltlonon' a lnterfe I 

h t bll f .. _ . 
res n &Ollernment operation or 

causes at reat o pu c SI ety. In ot. .. r words, un�ke other forms of free speech the Council m"" be •ble t ·t · • 

• 1 i r 
., • o res 11ct to reasonable "free· speech 

zones. � or an Initiative Is an exception-a power reserved by the people of Austin-tnat the Ci t Cou 11 • 

under the Charter to Interfere with. lnterlerin& In the people's r1&ht of petition ls not • & od f 
h Y nc and staff have no authornv 

root with the public. 
0 way or t 1 new City Manager to get off on the right 

We request the dty to cease and desist immediately to avoid further le&al conflict and further violation . 

their ri&ht to petition on public property. Pttlloners, In all casts, were not In any wa lnterlerin wi 
of the �hts of A�ln crtiz

.
ens exercrsi111 

from any
. 
person, nor distributing literature or Interfering with the use and enjoymen� of our ci 

1
11b 

th
.
City business, solicib"I bul!ne>s or fundi,. 

were pohte at 111 times. Even the City's ofncial idmlnlstretive rule recognizes thlt ski lk 

ty 
• 

r<ines. They stood away from entrancts and 

were threatened and told to leave even the sidewalk area by the libraries. 
ewa s are 1 tradltlonal public forum.· Yet, the petitioners 

Petitioning at city libmlu in 1 way that does not Interfere with any other person's enjo ment f 
petitioners were removed from the area outside libraries because of h•t th 

Y 0 such property Is not a criminal offense. Yet these 
w • ey wtre dolna-petitlonlne. 

• 

We thtrelort osk rllor the City Monog11r and City Allomey toke Immediate sit 1 to 
clrarlon and thol any warning cltollon Issued on Soturdou Feb . J7 Ii • 

h
p

d 
assure !hot no other ,,.tltlaners ore cited or threottnrd with 

s11ned. 

Bill Aleshire, 512.750-5854 
Biii Bunch, 512 477.2320 
Fred Lewis. 512.636.1389 

,. ruory e wrt rawn In writln11• 
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PS Upon your requru, Ptthioners v.111 i.Nrt with you tht s�1l1Cs from t1Cll 1t.rary incident, n'IUCll'C OIC1ur� ot whtre orttioners wtrt standll'IC 
awiy from entrincu. 
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McBee, Dana 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Requejo, St John 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 9:16 AM 
Miller, Mike; Weeks, Roosevelt 
Bramblett, Anne; McBee, Dana; Johnson, Emi 

. RE: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin -- Petitioning on public property 
(Austin Public Library property) is legally protected free speech 

They were not at John Henry Faulk either. The only reports I received were from Twin Oaks, Oak Hill and Spicewood 
Springs locations. 

St.john 

From: Miller, Mike 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 9:13 AM 
To: Weeks, Roosevelt; Requejo, St. John 
Cc: Bramblett, Anne; McBee, Dana; Johnson, Emi 
Subject: RE: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City or Austin -· Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library 
property) Is legally protected free speech 

I Just checked with my folks who worked on Saturday and they did not see anyone from Indy Austin. 

-mike 

From: Weeks, Roosevelt 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 9:04 AM 
To: RequeJo, St. John <St.John.Reguejo@austintexas.gov>; Miller, Mike <Mike.Miller@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Bramblett, Anne <Anne.Bramblett@austintexas.gov>; McBee, Dana <Dana.Mc8ee@austintexas.gov>; Johnson, Emi 
<Eml.Johnson@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City or Austin -· Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library 
property) Is legally protected free speech 

Old we have Indy Austin at Faull<;/History Center on Saturday? 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 
Central Library I Director of Libraries 
512-974-7444 1 roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN 
f( - PUBLIC ..., D 

" 
LIBRARY U II.II 

From: Requejo, St. John 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 9:03 AM 
To: Weeks, Roosevelt <_R_oo_s_e_v�el""'t .... W,_,e""e,,,,ks,,.@"'a"'u._s�ti!!nt�e�x,!!;as!.:l·Rll.!o!.!v>; Miller, Mike <Mlke.Mlller@austintexas.goV> 

-----........ -��-- ---- ---- -- -- -- -- -- -



b 'Ailll.�.l!li'!£1lb�lg_ttw:;:@�a�u�st�in""t" 'e""'xa,,,s,,...g.,o'""v> ; McBee, Dana <Dana.McBee@austintexas.goV>; Johnson, Emi 
Cc: Bram lett, Anne <:..;nne._r.. -
<Eml.Johnson@austintexas.gov> . . . . . · p bl" l"b 
Subject: RE: Cease and Desist warning 1.ssued to City of Austin --Pet1t1oning on pubhc property (Austin u 1c 1 rary 

property) Is legally protected free speech 

This Is the Information I have on the ballot measures. 

Thank you, 
St.john 

From: Ochiltree, Alta 
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2012 11:09 AM 
To: Directors/Exec. Secretaries 
Cc: Ott, Marc; Edwards, Sue; Snipes, Anthony; Goode, Robert; Lumbreras, Bert; Baray, Ray 
Subject: Memo Regarding Use of City Facilities to Campaign for Ballot Measures 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Department Directors 

® ' 
-. 

MEMORANDUM 

Michael McDonald, Deputy City Manager 

September 19, 2012 

Use of City Facilities to Campaign for Ballot Measures 

We have received several questions recently about the use of City facilities by non-City employees to advocate for 
specific measures on the upcoming November election ballot. You should recall the briefing o n  this topic we received 
from the Law Department at the September 4 Department Directo(s Meetine. This memorandum is to confirm the City's 
policy on the use of City facilities, and to provide direction for how I want all City Departments to handle any issues on 
this topic that may arise In the future. 

1. Our Polley 

To confirm what I hope was understood by everyone during our September 4 discussion, the facilities the City 
owns or controls for conducting City business or providing City services may not be used for purposes unrelated to the 
City business or services for which those facilities e>dst. With the exception or some parts of the City Hall complex, the 
City does not permit pclltlcal activities such as campaigning for or against candidates or ballot measures, leafleting, 
collecting signatures on petitions, demonstrating, soliciting contributions, and similar activities to take place at City 
facilities. These restrictions apply to all areas of a City facility, Including the facility's Interior, its exterior grounds, its 
entryways and lobbies, public reception areas, elevators, parking lots and garages, and walkways located on the 
property. The sidewalks adjacent to public streets around a City facility are not part or the facility, and these restrictions 
do not apply to those sidewalk areas. 
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Note that these restrictions apply equally to both City employees and members of the publi�. Thus, neit�er City 

employees nor the public may engage in activities at a City facility that are unrelated to the City busin
.
ess or services for 

which that facility eKists, including the type of political activities described ��ve. l
.
n

. 
addition, all City employees are 

specifically restricted by state law from using City facilities or resources for poht1cal a ctivity. Thus, employees cannot hold 

or attend meetings at City facilities or on City time to advocate for or against any of the measures on 
.
the November bafl�t, 

or distribute materials at a City facility advocating for or against any of the ballot measures or candidates for office. City 

employees can most certainly engage in the political process on their own time and outside City facilities, but cannot use 

City time or resources for that purpose. 

2. Administering This Policy 

Our expectation is that all Departments will manage any issues arising under this policy in an absolutely content­

neutral manner. That is, you will follow our policy fairly and consistently regardless of whether you approve or disapprove 
of the particular political activity in question. 

While our employees should already be aware that they are restricted from engaging in political activities while 
on City time or on City premises, your managers should ensure that the employees in your Department follow these rules 
just like all other applicable workplace standards. If employees are engaging in political advocacy during work time or at 

City facilities, managers should address the issue as you would any other conduct issue with appropriate counseling and 
follow up. 

With respect to political campaigning activities by non-employees, Department Directors should work with our 
Building Services Officer, Eric Stockton, to administer this policy in a fair and consistent manner across the City. Managers 
who become aware of such activities by non-employees in your work areas should ascertain the name of the lndividual(s) 
and ask the indivldual(s) to leave the facility immediately. Your approach should be to address the improper activity 
directly, but also in a professional and reasonable manner without unnecessary escalation. If the individual(s) refuse to 
comply with your direction, then contact your building security personnel, who will handle the situation. If your managers 
observe violations of this policy in a common area of your facility they should immediately notify the building manager for 
your facility, who will handle the situation. In addition, all managers will report all Instances of a non-employee in violation 
of this policy at your facility to Building Services Officer, Erick Stockton and the Offtee of Deputy Oty Manager McDonald 
immediately. 

Please let me know of any questions or concerns you have about this information or about your role in 
administering the City's policy going forward. 

cc. Marc Ott, City Manager 
Assistant City Managers 
Chief of Start 

From: Weeks, Roosevelt 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 2:25 PM 
To: Miiier, Mike; Requejo, St. John 
Cc: Bramblett, Anne; McBee, Dana; Johnson, Emi :�:!:������

e
��

l
�e ;

r
��e�:��:::��:c�sued to City of Austin -- Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library 

Importance: High 
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Mike/St. John -

Please provide me with any information you have on this. Thanks. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 
Central Library I Director of Libraries 

512-97 4-7 444 I roosevelt. weeks@austintexas.gov 

1/1111... AUSTIN ' . PUBLIC ..., D '"' LIBRARY U II.II 

From: Bill Aleshire 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 1:56 PM 
To: Weeks, Roosevelt <Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov>; Linda Curtis ; Pool, Leslie 

<Leslie.Pool@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Morgan, Anne <Anne.Morgan@austintexas.gov>; Cronk, Spencer <Spencer.Cronk@austintexas.gov>; Bill SOS 
Alliance Fred Fred Lewis Smith, Amy <Amy.Smith@austintexas.gov>; 

Hensley, Sara <Sara.Hensley@austintexas.gov>; Thompson, Lucy <Lucy.Thompson@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin ·- Petitioning on public property (Austin Public Library 
property) is legally protected free speech 

Thank you for letting us know. As I u nderstand it, the petitiom:rs at the Main Library. for example, were 
requ ired to move away from the sidewalk on Guadalupe Street (where the front door. and people are) to the 
sidewalk on the south side (81h Street) where there are no people. Thus. any real opportunity to offer the 
petition to people to sign outside the library was thwarted. 

2JiU tlkJliilt� 
AleshireLA W PC 
700 Lavaca, Suite 1400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
512 320-9155 phone 
512 750-5854 cell 
512 320-9156 fax 

From: Weeks, Roosevelt (mallto:Roosevelt.Weeks@austlntexas.gov) 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 1:45 PM 
To: Linda Curtis Pool, Leslie <Leslie.Pool@austlntexas.gov> 
Cc: Morgan, Anne <Anne.Morgan@austintexas.gov>; Cronk, Spencer <Spencer.Cronk@austlntexas.goV>; Bill Aleshire 

Bill SOS Alliance ; Fred Fred Lewis ; Smith, Amy 
<Amy.Smlth@austlntexas.gov>; Hensley, Sara <Sara.Hensley@austintexas.gov>; Thompson, Lucy 
<Lucy.Thompson@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin ·· Petitioning o n  public property (Austin Pubhc Library 
property) ls legally protected free speech 

All-

I am In the process of getting Information from my team and will provide input once I get that information. 

4 



fu th was done so staff members understood our policy on petitioning at our 

The memo that was sent out by Sharon H�r r
d ·11 ot stand against the rights of those to petition our customers. 

library. As long as those policies are not violate , we w1 n 

I will provide update by the end of business today. 

Regards, 
Roosevelt Weeks 

Central Library I Director of Libraries 

512-974-7444 J roosevelt.weeks@austintexas.gov 

"'1t... AUSTIN ' .. - PUBLIC � D " 
LIBRARY L..I IUI 

From: lindaCurtis-
Sent: Monday, February , : M 
To: Pool, Leslie <Leslie.Pool@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Morgan, Anne <Anne.Morgan@austintexas.gov>; Cronk, Spencer <Spancer.Cronk@austintexas.gov>; Weeks, 

Roosevelt <Roosevelt.Weeks@austintexas.gov>; Bill Aleshire ; Bill SOS Alliance 
Fred Fred lewis ; Smith, Amy <Amy.Smith@austintexas.gov> 

Subject: Re: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin -- Petitioning on public property (Austin Public library 
property) is legally protected free speech 

Thank you, Council member. We very much appreciate your prompt response to this. 

We hope to hear very soon from management. 

We're at a critical juncture in this petition drive and I hope the city management gets the point - that tl1ey 
should stand back and let citizens exercise their rights. 

The current City Attorney and Manager may not know that Federal Judge Sam Sparks issued a stinging order to 
the City of Austin for its interference in a 1997 petition drive. 

Thanks again. 

Umlli C11r1i1 
IndyAustin.01•g 
PO Box41479 
A"stln, TX 78104 

S 12·Sl�-09S9 office 
S 12·1>57-2089 cell 

' On Feb 19, 2018, at 12:26 PM, Pool, Leslie <Leslie.llool@austintexas.gov> wrote: 

Lind�, thanks for copying me, along with the entire Council, on your message protesting how volunteer petition-gatherers were treated at the City's libraries. The North Village library is in District 7. :ha� h�
_
ppened to volunteer petitioners outside the libraries is of real concern to me given that the ustln ity Charter protects residents' right to Initiative and referendum. I understand, too, that no one 
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complained about the volunteers and, in the North Village incident, the volunteers had first gone inside 
to advise the library manager that they would be outside and were told that they could not petition 
outside the library, and so they were prevented from doing so. 

The "Herfurth Memo" purports to give advance direction to c.ity library start with regard to the 
lndyAustin petitioners. I'm curious how this directive actually applies since by all reports the petitioners 
were not inside the libraries, were not using a meeting room (although it appears that if they had 
reserved a meeting room then gathering signatures would be in accord with the rules and thus 
allowed), were not disruptive, and were not disrupting library activity. And again, at least In the North 
Village incident, the volunteers were prevented from petitioning. 

With this message, copied to the City Attorney and City Manager, I am requesting that staff keep me 
apprised of discussions and actions taken to resolve this matter. 

I hope that this matter is rectified and resolved in short order. 

Regards, 

Leslie 

Leslie Pool 
Council Member, District 7 
Austin City Council 
S12.978.2107 

From: Linda Curtis •••l!!!!!I!!!! 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2018 10:39:03 AM 
To: Adl�r, Steve; Garza, Delia; Renteria, Sabino; Casar, Gregorio; Kitchen, Ann; Flanni an Jimm . 

Troxclair, Ellen; Pool, Leslie; Tovo, Kathie; allison.alter@austintexas gov· Houston or8a· M• y
,
A 

Cronk, Spencer 
• • , organ, nne; 

Cc: Bill Aleshire; Bill SOS Alliance; Fred Fred Lewis 
Subject: Cease and Desist Warning Issued to City of Austin •• Petif · · 

Public Library property) is legally protected free speech 
ioning on pubhc property (Austin 

Dtot Mayor, Cl1y COllncll Mtm�rs ond ary Monagtmtnr: 

I am stndlng lhls ltflff ro yau on btholf of lndyAustin SPAC. I db s Ont )I OtlOfM)IS Biii Akshlrt. Bin Bunch ond Frtd Ltwls. 
Pico st fttl /ttt to reach BNI Ale shirt who rtprtstnts tndyAusrtn. 

Thank you. 

Lln<f(I Curtis 
lndyAustin.org 
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PO Box 41479 
Austin, TX 78704 
512-535-0989 off'tee 
512·657·2089 cell 

Let Austin Decide! I Indy Austin 

indyaustin.org 

IndyAustin SPAC 
PO Bo• 41479, Austin. Texu 78704 

S12.S3S.0989 • lndyAusrin.orq 

Let Austin Decide! I Indy Austin 

indyaustin.org 

Dear Mayor Adler, City Council Member Pro·Tem Tovo, City Council Members Alter, Casar, Flannigan. Gana, Houston, Kitchen, 
Poo� Renteria and Troxclalr, City Manager Cronk and City Attorney Morgan: 

On Saturday, February 17, petitionen for holding a public vote on CodeNOO were stopped from petitionln& on city own� 
public property, speclfoolly at a number or Austin Public: library lootlons library Mangen told these petitioners to leave the 
property based on a directive from library Manaeement. In no cue did Individual library Managers cite any complaints from 
11brary users. In one case, a petitioner was threatened with criminal trespus and Issued a warninc notice by police. These 

P41titlonel'l include BiU Bunch (Twin Oaks library), Jeff Jack (Twin 01ks library), Scott Royder (Spicewood Ub<ary), Mark 
lenklerwicr and Hannah Youns (Manchaca library), Debbie Russell (Hampton library) and Salra and Ooug Morgan (N. V�lagt 
Library). 

All library manaeers were polite and several even expressed embarrassment about what they were directed to do -to eject 
obviously concerned citlrens who were simply e•presslng their right to free speech on public property. 

We believe the City's Interference In Pttitionln& for an Initiative lor adoption of a City ordinance-reaardless of the content of 

the proposed ordinance-ls without legal authority and violates petitioners' r1ghts under the first Amendment, the Texas 
Constitution, and City law. 

On Thursday, February lS .. , lndyAustln petition manager, llnda Curtis, made a courtesy call to Laura Pollo, Assistant to Mr. 
Roosevelt Weeks, Dir�ctor of the Austin Publlc libraries. At that time, Ms. Pollio thanked Curtis and thought there would be no 
problem. Curtis mentioned on this ull that petitioners had, In fact. been petitionir11 for months at tht Austin Central library 
without any problem or incident. Pollo agreed. 

' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

_I 

kenmartin
Highlight

kenmartin
Highlight

kenmartin
Typewritten Text
Bill Aleshire is saynig that Linda Curtis called Laura Pollo, assistant to Roosevelt Weeks, and that Pollo agreed that there had been no problem with petitioners in recent months.



A · 1 12 00 pm Fr'iday February 16 Ms Curtis received a call from Dana McBee who said petitioners could not be 
tapprox1mate Y : • • 

• · • 
• 

· • 

1 
l.b t McB -- promised that a communication to Ms. Curtis and Fred Lewis, citing the ordinance or ru es 

on any 1 rary proper y. �� 
• • • 

governing this would be shared from Ms. Herfurth's office. No such notice came to either Cums or Lewis. 

Attached is an email dated February 16•• from Sharon Herfurth, the Division Manager of the City of Austin Office of Programs & 

Partnerships. The Herfurth memo was not forwarded to lndyAustin until after the first petitioners being ejected - Saira and 

Doug Morgan- from the N. Village Library. It was forwarded to Ms. Curtis, with Herfurth's permission, by N. Village manager 

Michael Abramov. 

Attorney em Aleshire represents lndvAustin - one of the groups petitioning on CodeNEXT. On Saturday, February 17, Aleshire, 

after reading the Herfurth memo sent this note to City Attorney Anne Morgan: 

I heord obout this issue this morning ond wonted 10 contoct you right oway. The ottoched email was sent to library staff lo stop 

my client lndyAustin from gathering signatures on their petition regarding CodeNEXT. F1onk/y, the wording and link In this email 

from Austin staff appears to indicate o content-based enforcement, targeting these porticular petitioners for this particular 

issue, away from library patrons today. Undo Curlis, Bill Bunch, Jeff Jock, and other voluntee1s are at libraries, without 

disruplinfl any traffic at the entrances or operation of the libraries lnviling people to sign the petition. Of note, they are getting 

a very enthusiastic response from people who like to read and go to libraries. The library customers ore not only not 
complolnlnp, they seem to oppreciole the opportunity to sign the petition .... 

Also in the emall, Aleshire made reference to the City Charter initiative provision, Article IV, section 1: 

§ l. · POWER OF INITIATIVE. 
The people of !he cltv reserve the power of direct leclslation by Initiative, and in the exercise of such power may 
propose any ordinance, not in conflict with this Charter, the state constitution, or the state laws except an ordinance 
appropriating money or authorillng the levy of taxes ... 

We contend that ba�d on the �eople's reserva.tion in the Charter of their right to initiative petitioning, the Council and the City �anager �ck author.ty, by ordinance or administrative rule, to interfere in petitioning anywhere unless the petitioning 
interferes m sovernment operation or causes a threat to public safety. In other words, unlike other forms of free speech the 
Coundl may be able to restrict to reasonable "free-speech tones; petitioninR for an initiative is an exception-a power rei5';;ed by the p�ople of Austin-that the City Council and staff have no authority under the Charter to Interfere ;� 

p
����ferlnc m the people's right of petition is not a good way for the new City Manager to get off on the right foot with 

We request the city to cease and desist Immediately to avoid further le al confll f · 

citizens exercising their right to petition on public property Petltlo e 8 I II 
ct •nd urther v1olatlon of the rights of Austin 

business, soliciting busineu or funding from any person nor dlstrlb:/:· l
�
t 
a cases, were not In any way lnterftfing with city 

our city libraries. �hev stood away from entrances and �ere pol'te at �I� t : eratu:e or Interfering with the use and enjoyment of 

recognizes that sidewalks are a •uaditlonal public forum . Yet :he tit" 
irMs. ven the City's ofllclal administr1tive rule 

sidewalk area by the libraries. 
· ' pe ioners were threatened and told to leave even the 

Petitioning at city libraries In a way that does not Interfere with any othe • 

offense. Vet, these petitioners were removed from the area outside l'b 
r �er�on s enjoyment of such property knot a criminal 

i r111es ecause of what thev were doing-petitioning 
Wr lhrrrfor• as/c tllal lhr City Manaotr and City Altorney ta kt Immediate 
or thrtattntd with cltotlon and that any warning c,ftotlon Issued s 

d steps to assurt thot no othtr petitioners ore cited 

Signed, 

Bill Aleshire, Sl2.7S0-58S4 
Bill Bul\Ch, 512.477.2320 
Fred l-ls. 512.636.1389 

on otur oy, February 17 be withdrawn In writing. 

PS Upon your request, Petitioners wl11 share wl petitioners were standina away fro 
th you the specifics from each llbruy ll\C lden\ . 1 di 

cc: Allltln media 

m entrances. • inc u ng pictures of where 

<2-16-18 Herfurth Email about IndyAustin.docx> 
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Weeks, Roosevelt 
From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Abramov, Michael 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:40 PM 
Herfurth, Sharon 

Cc: Fowler, Patti; lnabnitt. Dave; McBee, Dana; Bramblett. Anne; Polio, Laura; Weeks, 
Roosevelt; Requejo, St. John; Gillum, John 

Subject: RE: Petitioning on library Property - Update 

Importance: High 

Sharon, 

I thought to follow up on lndyAustin's petitioning attempt at the North Village Branch at 2S05 Steck Avenue around 12 
Noon on Saturday, February 17, 2018. 

I did speak with Sarah Morgan, a volunteer for lndyAustin, and Linda Curtis over Ms. Morgan's phone, on speakerphone, 
in the manager's office. I kept with what was written and pertaining to your e-mail message from February 16 (see 
below). 

About ten to 15 minutes after the conversation, I thought it best to walk the grounds. Indy Austin was not present on the 
property to my knowledge. I did not see a petitioning drive Inside the library, outside on the grounds, nor on the 
adjacent sidewalk. My only conclusion is that after speaking with me, lndyAustin (i.e. Linda Curtis) made their point and 
the volunteer departed. 

Ms. Curtis did threaten leaal action In the comin& week. 

I made sure that this went up through my chain of command and felt Mr. Weeks should be aware of these actions 
promptly. 

Mlchael Abramov 

North VIiiage Branch I Managing librarian 

2SOS Steck Ave., Austin, TX 78757 

512-974-9955 I mallto:michael.abramov@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN f - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY C1 D D 

From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: 5aturday, February 17, 2018 12:20 PM 
To: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfurth@austlntexas.goV> 
Cc: Fowler, Patti <Pa�ti.Fowler@laustlntexas.goV>; lnabnitt, Dave <Oave.lnabnitt@austintexas.gov>; McBee, Dana <Dana.McBee@�ustintexas.gov>; Bramblett, Anne <Anne.Bramblett@austintexas.goV> 
Subject: FW: Petitioning on library Property 
Importance: High 

- - - - - - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- -



Sharon, 

I called back and confirmed with Linda Curtis that she indeed received this e-mail concerning petitioning on Austin Public 
library property. 

I also relayed what you just mentioned over the phone that the petitions at New Central Library were being conducted 
on the Cesar Chavez side of the property. Ms. Curtis corrected me and said they did comply but were in foot traffic. 

At the close of the conversation. Ms. Curtis mentioned she will be going to court next week. 

Again, Ms. Curtis's contact information is 

Thank you, 
Michael 

Michael Abramov 
North Village Branch I Managing Librarian 

2505 Steck Ave., Austin, TX 78757 

512·974-9955 I mallto:mlchael.abramov@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC 
usRARY c o a 

From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:15 PM 
To: 'contact@indyaustin.org' <contact@indyaustin.org> 
Cc: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfurth@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Petitioning on Library Property 

FYI. 

From: Herfurth, Sharon 
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 12:27 PM 
To: Library <Librarv@austlntexas.gov> 
Subject: Petitioning on Library Property 

Dear Staff, 

or 512·6S7-2089. 

Several of you have been contacted by an organization called lndyAUSTIN about being present on 
Saturday at your locations to collect signatures on a petition to force an election on CodeNEXT. 
https:mndyaystjn.ora/event/librarv-day-rain-date-march-3/ 

I have shared the following information with the organizers and am sharing it with you in case you get 
questions. 
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lndyAUSTIN is welcome to be stationed beyond Library properly boundaries, just not inside the 
Library or in the Library parking lot. 

Here is some pertinent information from the Library Use Rules as stated on the Austin Public Library 

website: http:tnibrarv.austintexas.qov/about-library/rules 

3. Not a Public Forum. Except for the limited purpose of accessing information, the library is not a 
public forum. 

(7) A meeting room may not be used for a political rally or a campaign for or against a specific ballot 
issue or candidate. However, a meeting room may be used for a forum or study group on a political 
issue. 

(3) "library" means any building or facility of the Austin Public Library, including the entrance ways 
and adjacent lawns, landscaping, and parking areas. 

(A) A customer may not: 

(1) unreasonably disrupt the normal use of library services or property by the library staff 
or other customers 

(5) distribute literature or otherwise solicit customers on library property. 

I hope this helps clarify. 
Best, 
Sharon 

Sharon Herfurth 
Office of Programs & Partnerships I Division Manager 
512-974-7420 I sharon.herfurth@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN f/ . - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY � D D  
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McBee, Dana 
From: Bramblell, Anne 

Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, febrvary 22, 2018 4:21 PM 
McBee. Dana 

Subject: FW: Petitioning on library Property 

Importance: High 

Anne Bramblett 

Central Library I Assistant Director of Public Services 

512-974-7466 I anne.bramblett@austintexas.gov 

.... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC .., D ... 
LIBRARY a.. II.II 

From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:20 PM 
To: Herrurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfurth@austintexas.goy> 
Cc: Fowler, Patti <Patti.Fowler@austintexas.gov>; lnabnitt, Dave <Dave.l11abni1t!!l>aus1intcxas.gov>; McBee. Dana 
<Dana.McB�@austlntexas.gov>; Bramblett, Anne <Anne.Bramblett@austintcxas.gov> 
Subject: FW: Petitioning on Library Property 
Importance: High 

Sharon, 

I called back and confirmed with Linda Curtis that she indeed received this e-mail concerning petotionong on Austin Public 
library property. 

I olso relayed what you just mentioned over the phone that the petitions at New Central Library were being conducted 
on the Cesar Chavez side of the property. Ms. Curtis corrected me and said they did comply but were In foot traffk. 

At the close of the conversation, Ms. Curtis mentioned she will be going to court next week. 

Again, Ms. Curtis's contact information Is 

Thank you, 
Michael 

Michael Abramov 

North Village Branch I Managing librarian 

2505 Steck Ave., Austin. TX 78757 

S 12-974-9955 I ma!lto:michael.abramov@austintexas.gov 

or 512-657-2089. 

J 



..... AUSTIN ,. - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Cl D D 

From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:15 PM 

To: 'contact@indyaustin.org' <contact@indyaustin.org> 

Cc: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfurth@austintexas.gov> 

Subject: FW: Petitioning on Library Property 

FYI. 

From: Herfurth, Sharon 
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 12:27 PM 
To: Library <Library@austintexas.goV> 
Subject: Petitioning on Library Property 

Dear Staff, 
Several of you have been contacted by an organization called lndyAUSTIN about being present on 
Saturday at your locations to collect signatures on a petition to force an election on CodeNEXT. 
https://indyaustln.orgfevent/library-day-rain-date-march-3/ 

I have shared the following Information with the organizers and am sharing it with you in case you get 
questions. 

lndyAUSTIN is welcome to be stationed beyond Library property boundaries, just not inside the 
Library or in the Library parking lot. 

Here is some pertinent information from the Library Use Rules as staled on the Austin Public Library 
website: http:l/librarv.austlntexas.qov/about-ljbrary/rules 

3. Not a Public Forum. Except for the limited purpose of accessing Information, the library is not a 
public forum. 

(7) A meeting room i:nay not be used for a political rally or a campaign for or against a specific ballot 
Issue or candidate. However, a meeting room may be used for a forum or study group on a political 
issue. 

(3) "library" means any building or facility of the Austin Public Library, Including the entrance ways 
and adjacent lawns, landscaping, and parking areas. 

(A) A customer may not: 

(1) unreasonably disrupt the normal use of library services or property by the library staff 
or other customers 
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(5) distribute literature or otherwise solicit customers on library property. 

I hope this helps clarify. 
Best, 
Sharon 

Sharon Herfurth 
Office of Programs & Partnerships I Division Manager 
512-97 4-7 420 I sharon.herfurth@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC 
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McBee, Dana 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bramblett. Anne 
Thursday, February 22. 2018 4:21 PM 
McBee, Dana 

FW: Petitions: Indy Austin 

Anne Bramblett 

Central Library I Assistant Director of Public Services 

512·974· 7466 I anne.bramblett@austintexas.gov 

...... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC .., D ... 
LIBRARY U 1U1 

From: Johnson, Eml 
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:54 PM 
To: Fowler, Patti <Patti. Fowler@austlntexas.gov>; Godfrey, Sean <Sean.Godfrev@austintexas.gov>, Palan, Diane 
<D1ane.Palan@austlntexas.sov>; Garza, Elva <Elva.Garza@austintexas gov>; Brownlee, Randy 
<Randy.Brownlee@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: Bramblett, Anne <Anne.Bramblctt@austintexas gov>; Baker, Karen <Karen.Baker@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: Petitions: Indy Austin 

I Y I ·  

From: Polio, laura 
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 5:44 PM 
To: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfur!h@austlotexas.gov> 
Cc: Johnson, Eml <Em!.Johnson@austlntexas.gQ){> 
Subject: Indy Austin 

Linda Curtis, 512·657·2089 with Indy Austin conta«ed the Director's office to give us 
notice that Indy Austin plans to be outside of a few branch libraries on Saturday with petitions re 
CodeNext. Linda stated that volunteers have been instructed on the rules of where and what they are able and 
not able to do and she is available by phone if any issues come up, so feel free to share her phone number with 
branch managers. Central, Varborough, North Village and Hampton are some of the sites that Ms. Curtis stated 
thev will definitely have volunteers at and depending on the weather a few more may be added. 

Laura Carmona 'Pofio 
Dcpartmel\t Exccuti,·c Assistal\t 
Central Library I Director's Office 
51 2-974-9624 1 lourn.plll iu(it nustintcxas.gov 
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McBee, Dana 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Anne Bramblett 

Bramblett, Anne 
Thursday. February 22. 2018 4:24 PM 
McBee, Dana 

PIR 

Central Library f Assistant Director of Public Services 

512-974-7466 I anne.bramblett@austintexas.gov 

.... AUSTIN ' . - PUBLIC ..., D .. LIBRARY u II.II 
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- Mr. weeks� -�th is : l ·� �Afine �: 
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Bramblett. We:::ha�e- a : . 

-

. 

CodeNext petitioner issue at 
Twin Oaks. He was asked to 
leave but won't. Can you 
give me a cal l?  As of rig ht 
now I made the decision to 
send over security to ensure 
customers are comforta ble 
coming in & out of the 
bui lding but did not 



0 Phone ,di LTE 

<• 
4:14 PM 

Roosevelt 

iMessage 
Saturday 2:17 PM 

-1 * 46%� 

CD 

' 

Mr. Weeks--this is Anne 

Bramblett. We have a 

CodeNext petitioner issue at 

Twin Oaks. He was asked to 

leave but won't. Can you 

give me a call? As of right 

now I made the decision to 

send over security to ensure 

customers are comfortable 

coming in & out of the 

building but did not 

' :, , . . , I 
'> • '  I O · 



Sent rrom my iPhone 

l 



McBee, Dana 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Anne Bramblett 

Bramblett Anne 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 4 25 PM 
McBee, Dana 

PIR_2 

Central library I Assistant Director of Public Services 

512-974-7466 I anne.bramblett@austinteMas.gov 

..... AUSTIN ' - PUBLIC ,.., D " LIBRARY I.A 1u1 
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Cl Phone 1111 LTE 4:14 PM 

<• e 
Roosevelt 

Have security to handle and 
they will make the call. 

�. � 
� �) 1 · : :. · . : · · 

-'{ * 46%-= 

CD 

0 



Sent from my iPhone 



McBee, Dana 
From: Abramov. Michael 

Sent: 
To: 

Saturday. February 17, 2018 12 20 PM 
Herfurth, Sharon 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Fowler. Patti; Inabnitt. Dave; McBee. Dana; Bramblett, Anne 
FW: Petitioning on library Property 

Importance: High 

I cdlled bac� �nd writ rmcd \\ilh Lind,1 C.1rM th.it s11e indN·d rccc1vt:d th;� c mAil 1011cern·11y, \l!!titoon1ng on Au,:ir1 P<1ol l 
Lib•<\ry ll'OflNly 

' ttl><J 1•!1'4yt•d v1hrH 'y0.1 JU"l fH�f1ttJ1t'd OV(•f l'1(1 01lO:lC t1Mt tlk· JJt'llltO"hitl Nt-,v ( \.'lltt,l l•�J'«l'V t.•1('ft• l>ci••.< L0°1J,1ctcd 
O·l th,, ( l''·'' l ''·'"'11 <. di• o• th(• L)'0f}1,lfty t\111 C1J't;\ ( \H' l'( lt•d 'lh' �111d "Hlld t'h'V dirt (.l)Ol� y niJ: \',(l'fi IT\ ,.,,: trcl'f1c 

han" v�>.1. 
Mo1 h.1r' 

Michael Abramov 

North Villclfi!! Branch I r,1anag111g L1brari3rt 

2505 Steck Ave .• Auston, IX 78757 
S 12 ·9 M·9955 I mi11lto:�111d1dl!!,.Jbr a mov��\.l!llC K<l\ g\!y 

..... AUSTIN f - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY � 0 � 

From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:15 PM 
To: 'contact@indyaustln.org' <contact@lndyaustin.org> 
Cc: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Htrlurth@austlntexas.gov> 
Sublett: FW: Petitioning on library Property 

fVr 

From: Herfurth, Sharon 
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 12:27 PM 
To: library <t.ibrarv@•u)tmle5as.go11> 
Subject: Petitioning on library Property 

\I' ; 1} "l j I .!•):;-! 

--��-�----�---�-..... ---�-------�-----'�--------------------- --- --- --- J 



Dear Staff. 
Several of you have been contacted by an organization called lndyAUSTIN about being present on 

Saturday at your locations to collect signatures on a petition lo force an election on CodeNEXT. 

https://indyauslin.org/evenUlibrary-day-rain-date-march-3/ 

I have shared the following information with the organizers and am sharing it with you in case you get 
questions. 

lndyAUSTIN is welcome to be stationed beyond Library property boundaries, just not inside the 
Library or in the Library parking fol. 

Here is some pertinent information from the Library Use Rules as stated on the Austin Public Library 
website: http:/llibrary.austlntexas.gov/about-library/rules 

3. Not a Public Forum. Except for the limited purpose of accessing information. the library is not a 
public forum. 

(7) A meeting room may not be used for a political rally or a campaign for or against a specific ballot 
issue or candidate. However, a meeting room may be used for a forum or study group on a political 
issue. 

(3) "library" means any building or facility of the Austin Public Library, including the entrance ways 
and adjacent lawns, landscaping, and parking areas. 

(A) A customer may not: 

(1) unreasonably disrupt the normal use of library services or property by the library staff 
or other customers 

(5) distribute literature or otherwise solicit customers on library property. 

I hope this helps clarify 
Best, 
Sharon 

Sharon Herfurth 
Office of Programs & Partnerships I Division Manager 
512-97 4-7 420 I sharon.herf urth@austintexas.gov 

..... AUSflN , ..... - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY tJ 0 C 
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McBee, Dana 

From: Abramov, Michael 

Sent: Satvrday. February 17. 2018 12-40 PM 

Herfurth, Sharon To: 
Cc: Fowler, Patti; lnabnitt, Dave; McBee. Dana; Bramblett, Anne; Polio. Laura; Weeks, 

Roosevelt; Requejo, St. John; Gillum, John 
Subject: RE: Petitioning on Library Property - Update 

Importance: High 

1 tho11ght tu fuituw up 0•1 l"tr1yJ\·hti11'.; 111•t•'•n1 .,e il'.lt'Pl:I' c1: tnl' 'llnr·h v · o\t,I' 0•-'1' ·1 .it 2::;0; St>'•• 1\v,•11u1! cl'041'1d I 2 
Nn:l1 01 \at,1•d.1y. �l':>'\l<l<V I 7. lOlS 

' \kl >l.lt'<I', \\;th s.1 ·..i·1 ll,lu1g.111, ,, \()IU•ll•'•'' 'Cl' "lClti\.h' ., .1wl t nn,1 ' ll't , O•/\ ' "'' Mo•g,1•1 ' 1)'1:.111•.'. 0'1 \:h.',l\l"l)'IO'lt", 

!'\ the '"tl"lJ)l.l'I ''\ offit.t.• • ,•.!Pl \\•:--t \1,11.H \'.•h \\'1:t110l �l··,t lJ{"\,)'"l II� to �·o ... c rll.l'I ''l!'')'\·lKt.• f10·1· h.:btud"V l b  (")ttt• 
b"IOWJ 

.i\l>·:>.1\ l·}·· lv 1 ·, ri1·11uh·, •'tt·r l'1•. ( 1·, , .. 1 )  H1Uf\ . :111.1 lf!'1: 1� o•·,: ·.1 ,., l.-. ,,. ... •V•>s�:.1, •'HJ,,.\ h� ·i .', 1. 11J: P't.•,l•n: u:1 rnt· 
01·uoc<tv lO "'V kttl,)·.�l�·d1�,. I <l d ·10: .,,1t.• l' n··• llan·rh! tt• •111 1•h•!k th·' l•o•,l·y o.,�., rl ·• 0·1 th·• �ru ••1:..h rtO'" oo thl! 
.l(t;tl((""'l\ ') J\1."Hl!k_ \1\p :l'\� l\l"\\ U'IO_.. h l •l1ll cJf:t•t '0•'..\\ U� ·:,1•l• fth· rtdyt\ ht • ( t: l•fldtl (U'lf,) •l\,J(ft' l'lt• I f)t)••\' tll\�j 
:h,• vul .. 1ttt.,_.,_,r d\.•u.1 ·t1::1 

Ms. Curtis did threaten legal action in the coming week. 

1 '"�lit' ,ur'-' t'M\ th ; we•1t uu ltl•ulh.th 'll'f (.h,1 •t of\ o·na� 11HI ·l·Hf rt.' t \·1· \'" '' '" .. �n,•·d h� ._, .vd·,• of ,,,.,, •. ,,< '"''"' 
prompt", 

Michael Abramov 

North Village Branch I Managing librarian 

2SOS Steck Ave., Ausl1n, TX 78757 
S 12 .974.9955 I m;iilto:o1ichc1cl.c1brc1mo11@austlntcx.1s.gov 

...... AUSrlN f.: · PUBLIC 
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From: Abramov, Michael 
Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:20 PM 
To: Herfurth, Sharon <Sharon.Herfurth@austlntexas.gov> 
Cc: Fowler, Patti <Pattl.Fowler@austlntexas.goV>; lnabnitt, Dave <Oave.lnabnltt@austlntexas.gov>; McBee, Dana 
<Dana.Mc8ee@austintexas.gov>; Bramblett, Anne <Anne.8ramblett@laustlntexa5.goV> 
Subject: FW: Petitioning on Library Property 
Importance: High 



Sharon, 

I ·n• e petouon•ng on Austin Pubhc r ·' "th Linda Curtis that snc indeed received this l'·ma• ronre n I called back and con irrneu wr 
I rbrary property. 

. the •1o'le that the petitions at New C.entrdl l1or.iry werl! berng co'lducted 1 also relayed whd�You 1ust ment•o1ed over P 
d and sad they did comp·y but wcrc iri foot traffte oo the (p�ar C"have1 side of the property. Ms. Curt s correcte me 

"' the dose of 1 •w w11v1:"><1tio·1. M;. Cun � mc•H:u'lQd she will oe goinR to co,u: nc•t ''"'ek 

r1w1kyo,1. 
M•ch.1c1 

Michael Abramov 

North Vll1agl! Flrdnch I Mana�ing lilirrlri�n 
1505 5t�ck An. Austin, fX 78757 

»: 1 'J7t. 'J9�5 I rnailto.mifhacl.abr.w1ov(a>austintexi� 
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From: Abramov, Michael 

Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 12:15 PM 
To: 'contact@indyaustin.org' <comact�rndvaustrn.org> Cc: Herfurth, Sharon <S11;iron.Hcrlurth@aust1ntex�\.f.Ql!> 
Subject: FW: Petitioning on library Property 

FYI 

From: Herfurth, Sharon 

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2018 12:27 PM 
To: library <1Jl2r�ry@Ju$llntexo.g2�> 
Subject: Petitioning on library Property 

Dear Staff. 
Several of you have been contacted by an organization called lndyAUSTIN about being present on Saturday at your locations to collect signatures on a petition to force an election on CodeNEXT. https://lndyaus!ln.org/evenVlibrarv-day-raln-date-march-3/ 

I have shared the following information with the organizers and am sharing It with you in case you get questions. 



/ndyAUSTIN is welcome to be stationed beyond Library property boundaries, just not inside the 
Library or in the Library parking fol. 

Here is some pertinent information from the Library Use Rules as stated on the Austin Public Library 

website: http://librarv.austintexas.gov/about-library/rules 

3. Not a Public Forum. Except for the limited purpose of accessing information. the library is not a 
public forum. 

(7) A meeting room may not be used for a poli!ical rally or a campaign for or against a specific ballot 
issue or candidate. However, a meeting room may be used for a forum or study group on a political 
issue. 

(3) "library" means any building or facility of the Austin Public Library, including the entrance ways 
and adjacent lawns, landscaping, and parking areas. 

(A) A customer may not: 

( 1 )  unreasonably disrupt the normal use of library services or property by the library staff 
or other customers 

(5) distribute literature or otherwise solicit customers on library property. 

I hope this helps clarify. 
Best, 
Sharon 

Sharon Herfurth 
Office of Programs & Partnerships I Division Manager 
512-974-7420 I sbaron.herfurth@austintexas.gov 

...... AUSTIN fi - PUBLIC 
LIBRARY rJ D D 
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T (FORM B - Effective Im mediately) 
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513112018 

apl 

employees divisions committees policies bulletins security 

helpdesk 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 2,943 

Prepared by: _i1 Elizabeth Gibson 

Time of Incident: Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Spicewood Springs Branch 

Policy Violation : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property· 

Staff Person Involved: Elizabeth Gibson . 

Officer Called: 1. Jeff Kingsley (APO) was called . Badge Number 6790 , Case Number 
180480789 . 

Warnlna: You cannot petition on library property, you need to leave. 

If you do not leave, I will call the police. 

You are no longer welcome on the property. 

Incident Narrative: Around 12:30, I was told that there was a man outside the library's front 
door, asking for signatures on behalf of Indy Austin. I let the man know 
that he was not allowed to solicit on library property and read him the 
policy that Sharon had sent library staff. He called "his boss" Linda Curtis 

and spoke with her. The call ended and he asked me to show him where 
he could go. I showed him where I believed the library's boundary ended 
and told him he was free to solicit there, or on the sidewalk near the 
street. He took pictures of both locatlons and we parted ways amicably. 
Afteen minutes later, I saw him in the same spot outside the front door 
and told him he could not be there, but could be on the agreed upon side 

walk. He said he was not leaving. I said he needed to leave. He told me 
that this was public property. I told him If  he did not leave I would call the 
police, and so I called the police. The officer spoke with him and asked 

him to leave. The man refused to comply. The officer told him if he did 
not, he would get Issued a CTN. The man said he was going to call his 

lawyer and proceeded to call someone, told them the situation, hung up, 
and told the officer to give him a CTN. I let the man know he was not 
welcome on the property and the officer Issued the CTN. eor 

1.:1 ADO IMAGE I Choose File I No file chosen uplOlld 

Add a note to this Incident report 

Go to Incident number 

hnpJllibrolc!Msions/adslsecu�tyfoncldenl2018/admlnllndex.ctm?ecllon=comple1e&lncldentnumber•2943 

Back 
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APL Incident Report: No. 2945 
2121/2018 

I t ons databases youth ahc exchange c•tyspace p;iccec;' rr;i11l 

apl blbliocommons_catalog oca ' 
� _L J � ;l [) �  _;.� ? � J J�'J � J IJ �  -policies bulletins security customer service 

helpdesk 

employees divisions committees 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 2,945 

Prepared by: g Michelle Beebower 

Tim• of lntldent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Twin Oaks Branch 
Polley Violation : 

Reporting Information: • Other. 

Staff Ptrson Involved: Michelle Beebower . 
Polley Violator : 1. Bill Bunch, White Male . 

Received Warning. 
Asked To Leave For The Day. 

Warning: You are welcome to be stationed beyond Library property boundaries, just 
not inside the library or in the library parking lot. 

Incident Narrative: Earlier this morning, I asked a different petitioner to move outside the 

library boundaries and he did. I decided to check sporadically to make 
sure no one else was petitioning on the property. 

I discovered another man In fact was petitioning. I asked him to move 
outside the property and he refused. He told me he was a lawyer and he 

knew his rights and we were trying to prevent his right to free speech and 
he would not move. 

I called the IndyAustln Contact, Linda Curtis to inform her of this and she 
told me his name was Bill Bunch, the director of Save our Springs and that 
he would not leave unless the police came and that they belleved the city 
was violating their rights and If he was removed they would put a court 
Injunction In next week. 

l Informed my managers and called Security. We think Mr. Bunch left as 
security was coming Into the bulldlng. 

� Al>D IMAGE f Choose Flo ] Ho file chosf!n upload 

Add a note to this Incident report 
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Go to Incident number 
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APL 11\Cldenl Report: No. 2946 

locations databases youth ahc exchange c1:yspace eaccess train 

bibliocommons_catalog 
. -..J �j _:J ;� CJ �  _;.�.? �  J J�J .=J J D �  

customer service bulletins security 
employees divisions committees policies 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 2,946 

Prepared by: . �'3tt Holly Brown ,:·� 

helpdesk 

Ttme of tnctdent: Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 

Location: Manchaca Road Branch 

Policy Violation s : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property. 

disrupting use of library services or property. 

Staff Person Involved: Holly Brown, Christopher Allen, Adam Stern . 

Policy Violator : 1. Mark CodeNEXT, White Male • 

Not Warned. 
Not Asked To Leave. 

lntldentHarratlve: At 1:28 pm on Saturday afternoon, I was alerted, by staff member 
Christopher Allen, to the fact that there were CODENEXT petitioners on 
the property. Luckily, staff was alerted, by Sharon Herfurth, about the 
possibility of this happening on Saturday. After printing the email sent by 
Sharon, I approached the two people outside of the library collecting 
signatures. I spoke with a man named Mark. After asking for and taking 
down my name as well as giving me the name of his organizer, Linda 
Curtis, he made a point to say that they were not soliciting, rather 
petitioning. After a short conversation with Mark about he and his partner 
not being able to petition on library property, he stated that it was public 
property and further asked what the city ordinance number was that 
stated petitioning on city property could not be done. Mark's cohert then 
stated that they {the petitioners) were told they could be on the property 
but must remain 100 meters from the entrance. I did not have the 
Information being asked for {city ordinance number) because It was not In 
the email provided, so, I went back Into the library to peruse the COA 

ordinance database which Is extremely lengthy for the Information 
requested. After spending about 25-30 minutes of work time with this 
Issue, Mark came Into the library and stated to staff member, Adam Stem, 
that he appreciated my �being nice about the situation" but he and his 
fellow petitioner were leaving for the day. We had a cordial goodbye. 
EOR 
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INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 2,947 

Prepared by: e Eric Travis 

Time of Incident: Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 3:15 p.m. 
Loation: Hampton 8'anch at Oak Hill 

Policy Violation : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property· 

Staff Person Involved: Eric Travis . 

Polley Violator : 1. Unknown , White Female • 

Received Warning. 
Not Asked To Leave. 

Warntn1: I told to subject that sollclting customers was not permitted on Library 
property. 1 asked her to go out to the sidewalk. She asked what could 
happen If she refused to comply. Would it be a criminal trespass situation? 
1 told her that it would and that 1 was going to call the Police. 

Incident Nuratlve: I saw a white woman, long brown hair, medium build, about 5'2" tall, 

standing near the front walkway with a clipboard, speaking with people 

coming Into the Library. I went outside and said that It looked like she was 
asking for signatures for a petition. She confirmed that she was. I let her 
know that was prohibited by Library pollcles. She asked If It was an 
ordinance and wanted to see It in writing. I went Inside and got the sign 
with the policies and showed her the relevant policy. S he took a photo of it 
and of me. 1 asked what would happen If she didn't comply. •would it be a 
criminal trespassing situation?" I said it would be. I went inside and 

radioed Security before calling APO. I spoke with Christian Smucker. He 
advised me that St. John Requejo had told him that we were not to call 

the Police. 1 also spoke with Elva Garza, my supervisor, who also advised 
me not to take any action. Chris Murray, Security Officer, arrived here 
around 4 PM and observed the situation with me. The subject le� at 4:20, 
when It started to rain. 
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Note 1 of1 

According to the Indy Austin blog, the petition gatherer's name is Debbie Russell. 

Note was added by Eric Travis at 12:58 P.M. on February 20, 2018 

Add a note to this Incident report Back 

Go to Incident number 

------ -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --



5131/2018 

apl b1bliocommons_catalog locations 

APL Incident Report: No. 3008 
databases youth ahc exchange c1tyspace eacc..:5s tr.Jon 

liJ � J .s 0 � _;.�? � J J'· j .:)  J _cJ � 
customer service 

employees divisions committees policies 

helpdesk 

bulletins security 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 3,008 
Prepared by: � Kathleen Kanarskl 

T1me of Incident: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 12:15 p.m. 

Location: Howson Branch 

Polley Violation : disrupting use of library services or property. 

Staff Person Involved: Nancy Grobe, Emma OeBoer·Pledl, Kathleen Kanarskl • 

Warn1nt: You may not petition on City property. You must move to the public 
sidewalk. 

lncld•nt Narrative: At approximately 12: 15 p.m., staff member Nancy Grobe was amving for 
her shift. She saw a woman holding a clip board asking people If she 
could speak with them. Nancy approached the woman and told her that 
she could not ask people to sign her petition on City property and that she 
had to move to the sidewalk. The woman said that no one had told her 
and moved to the sidewalk. Nancy continued Into the building. Later, 
around 5:30 p.m., Emma DeBoer-Piedt was leaving for the day and saw 
the same woman, again calling to people in the parking lot from her next 
to her vehicle, which was parked under the electric car charging station 
canopy. She approached Emma and Emma told her that she couldn't ask 
people to sign her petition on City property. The woman told Emma that 
she had 'spoken to the person In charge here and they said it was OK.• 
Emma asked If she had spoken to the Branch Manager, Kathleen 
Kanarskl. Emma continued on, saying that City policy Is that petitioning 
on City property Is not permissible and that she would have to move to 
the sidewalk In the area where the polltlcal signs began. The woman said 
that she thought It was OK to be In the parking lot It she was as far from 
the building as the polltlcal signs. Emma clearly told her that she had to 
be on the sidewalk and could not be In the parking lot asking people to 
sign her petition. 
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INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 3,057 
Prepared by: ,i-a Hans Deaton 

Time of Incident: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 7:30 a.m. 

Location: North Vlllaie Branch 

Polley Violation : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property. 

Staff Person Involved: Hans Deaton I St John Requejo I Dana McBee I Michael Abramov . 

Polley Violator : 1. Unknown , White Male . 
Received Warning. 
Not Asked To Leave. 

Warnlna: Unknown white male was petitioning voters as they left North Village 

Incident Narrative: On 03/06/2018, at approximately 0730am, I, S/0 Hans Deaton observed 
an unknown white male, with a clipboard, talking to people who just 
voted. I went out and explained to the man that he could not petition on 
Library Property. He stated that he had given our Director a cease and 
desist letter, and that we were breaking the law. I informed him that the 
Library has a neutral stance on any elections, petitions, etc. and that if he 
did not move to the sidewalk (off city property) I would have to call APO. 
He stated to go ahead and call them. I went back inside and called S/S St 
John Requejo, who asked me to send an e-mail to Dana McBee, which I 
did. Michael Abramov North Village Librarian) walked In and I Informed 
him of the situation. Michael checked his e-mails and Informed me that 

Dana had asked us to wait on calling APO, until she talked to the City 
Attorney. Dana stated she would get back with me after she heard from 
the Attorney. After hearing from Dana, it appears the petitioner has left 

the property. 
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employees divisions 

INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 3,059 
Prepared by: ,ft Lela Ellison 

Time of Incident: T�sday, March 6, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Howson Branch 
Policy Violation : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property. 

Staff Person Involved: Lela Ellison, Ruth Kubacka, Adrian Perez . 

Warnin1: 

1. unknown (Security) was called . 

"Ma'am you are petitioning for CodeNEXT on library property and you are 
also les� than 100 feet away from the entrance of a polling place. Both of 
these are violations of both library policy and state erection policies. 
Furthermore, you are petitioning In the street--stopping custome� and 
voters right where the cars are coming In and that is a big safety issue. 
Please

' 
move off of library property and 100 feet away from the polling 

place entrance." 

lncld•nt Narrative: I got a text from Ruth Kubacka stating that our neighborhood CodeNEXT 
petitioner was back and was adamant that she did not have to move. I 
went out to see where the petitioner was. It was the same woman from IR 
#3021. This time she was standing In the street, off the curb and 
approaching voters as they came out of the bulidlng. I told her that she 
was again on library property and that we could not allow petitioning on 
the premises. And that she was again, less than 100 feet away from 
entranc.e. She pointed at the street and said, "I'm off library property." I 
responded with, " You are In the street which Is a safety Issue and you are 
also less than 100 feet away from a polling entrance which Is a state law. 
They do not allow political signs or electioneering areas less than 100 feet 
away from the polling location.• After a bit of pushback, where she 

Insisted that she did not have to move, I told her that I would need to call 
911 If she did not move, she backed down. I directed her to the sidewalk 
area, where the political signs were. She complied and moved off to the 
area I pointed to. I then had Adrian Perez call Security to let them know 
that we had a petitioner near library property, They said that they would 
send someone over. I also checked again, about 15 minutes later to see If 
she was In an appropriate spot. She was behind the 100 ft mart<ers on the 
sidewalk. 
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5131/2018 APL Incident Report: No. 3059 
Note 1 of 1  
I was Informed of this incident when I came in around 12:20 p.m. I informed the election judges and 
they said they will keep an eye open for anyone petitioning too close to the entrance to the polling 
place. One of the judges called it electioneering. 

Note was added by Kathleen Kanarski at 12:55 P.M. on March 6, 2018 
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INCIDENT REPORTS 

Incident Report No.: 3,070 
Prepared by: � Mark Martinez 

Time of Incident: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. 

Location: Austin Central Library 

Polley Violation : Distributing literature or soliciting customers on Library property. 

Staff Person Involved: Daniel Hanna, Jeff Rowland, Jenntrer Clapper, Oana McBee . 
Polley Violator : 1. Lucas Burdick, White Male . 

Received Warning. 
Asked To Leave For The Day. 

Warntns: She also asked "what If we refuse to leave?" to which I responded "A CTN 
will be issued". 

Incident Narrative: While on a routine interior patrol of the Library, S/O's Mark Martinez and 

Daniel Hanna, observed what appeared to be a set of customers soliciting 
others as they walked by the caesar Chaves entry from the inside. I then 
Informed the control room that I was making contact to find out what was 
going on; visible on the camera labeled Ext S 1st Street. As I approached 
I said "Hi, my name is Mark and I'm with library security. I was just trying 
to find out what you had going on•. I was told •were here collecting 
signatures for a petition•. I then responded "library policy prohibits 
solicitation of any sort on library property however you can be on the 
public sidewalk". The gentleman then said "I'd like to see a copy of the 
rules please· to which I responded "of course, please give me a few 
minutes and I'll be right back with you•. From that point I proceeded to 
speak with Jeff Rowland about our course of action at his desk. Jeff Called 
Dana McBee to get a better understanding of what guidance legal had for 
us. After speaking with the legal team Dana requested that we show the 
customers the City Of Austin Library Department Library Use Rules; 
Chapter 13 (Personal Behavior) Section A subsection 5. Dana also 
requested that we move forward with the Issuance of a CTN B If they 
refused to leave. S/O Hanna and I then returned to the petitioners to 

provide them with the Information. After briefing both parties on the rule 
they were breaking, they requested a copy of the rules I was reading from 
and I Informed them they could request a copy from the City Of Austin 
Legal team but I could not allow them to have the copy I was reading to 
them from. During this time the female petitioner asked me where on the 
Shoal creek side of the library was off property so we walked to that side 
so I could show her where the property trall begins and ends. She also 
asked "what If we refuse to leave?" to which I responded "A CTN wlll be 
Issued". I was also After showing them the Information and where library 
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APL Incident Report: No. 3070 

property ends/begins the gentleman refused to leave and his female 
counterpart a g reed to leave. I proceeded with the issuance of a CTN form 
B to Lucas Burdick; visible on  the camera ---

�-.... . .  , .��:: ... ·� ,j ... 
·: 

: 

.. ; ' ·? l.' ...... , "• 

O nce Mr. B u rdick provided m e  his information to fill out the CTN form B 
his female cou n terpart stated "we're here to challenge our constitutional 
rights to petition on public property, thank you for being polite, you've 

done your job well  from what I can see, thank you". They departed 

12rooertv a t  1444 without further issue. Nothing fol lows, end of report. 






