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Minutes of the Meeting of the Governing Body
of the City of Georgetown, Texas

Tuesday, January 27, 2009
The City Council of the City of Georgetown, Texas, met in Regular Session on the above date with
Mayor George Garver presiding~ ~

Council Present: Council Absent:
Patty Eason, Gabe Sansing, Keith Brainard, Bill All Council present.
Sattler, Pat l3errym~n, Dale Ross, Ben Oliver

Staff Present: •Paul E, Brandenburg, City Manager; Patricia E. Carls, City Attorney; Micki Rundell, Director of
Finance and Administration; Jim Briggs, Assistant City Manager for Utility Operations; Clay Shell,
Irlterim Fire Chief; Elizabeth Cook, Irlterim Community Development Director; Jessica Hamilton,
Assistant City Secretary; Leticia Zavala, Controller; Tommy Garcia, Planner II; Jordan Maddox,
AICP, Planner III; Robbie Wyler, Historic District Planner; David Morgan, Police Chief; Ed Polasek,
AICP, Principal Planner; Kimberly Garrett, Director of Parks and Recreation; Glenn Dishong, Water
Services Director

[Minutes

Regular Session - To begin no earlier than 06:06 PM
(Council may, at any time, recess the Regular Session to convene an Executive Session at the
request of the Mayor, 8 Councilmember, or the City MBnager for any purpose authorized by the
Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551 ,)

A Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Comm"",ts from th" r.1ayor

"Welcome and Meeting Proce<1ures

Cit}' M""a!Be,r Co",,,,,,,,ts
He will be holding Customer Servi~e Training '0 all City of Georgetown employees this week
The City will hold election, fer City Council ,"3t, for Dis<ritt$ 1, and 5 on May 9, 2009. The fust day to flle lor c"ndida"y is
February G, 2009, ancl the last day to Ille tor eandi.jacy is Moreh S, Z009,
TI1GCi(y cclcbrotcs the Grond Opening of th~ new Hccre3tion Center on S"turd"y, .I,nlJ"ry 31. (eremonies stori; "1 10 ".m.
followed by fatility leurs and demonSHations. Memberships "Iso will be on sale at the Grand Opening. Regula.- U$e or the
racility begins on f·1o~(;ay, Fel)[Uilry Z
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K Discussio~ and possible "clion regarding a,h'ptioll "r standa<djzed c,mtract3 iOf usc i~ retaining outside counscl for
transanjon~1 0' litrgation I"!lal services -" Paul E_6rande"burg, City Hanagor "nd T,i,h Carls, City Attorney

Brandenburg reviewed tlw item ond listed the many iwms "nd categories tllat stondard contract, include. He noted
using these forms will stend"rdize the working relation, hip with outside counsel. Brainard asked and Carls said ,he is in
approvol or these forms_ Motion by Br3il1ard, s€cond by Ross to ap9rove the item_ AllP,,, ...eIl7-iIl

l!J:§n-sideration and_possibleAction-on the Lellal Se""jces_SulJc"rnrniUee_~epor1t=Dale Ross;-Councilmember Di""CI B

Ross reviewed the item. natIon by 110ss,,econd by Sansing that_."_in_house City_Attorney,.Assistant Gity Attorney
rand:F P. raleg al.be'Ilirea _to _repla 0. ·th~: G_urreJlLo_~.t~ourced-law r,rm of X;i"fls, _McOoniild _and_Oal[)' mpl e~an d that
City Council request the Mayor to write a lenor, n[) later thal1 February 1,2009, to Carls, HcDonald, Ualrymple, LLP
indicating the pu'pose of the letter i, to~(90)"ninety day-writterl notice to_terminate the,current-contract, "nd
th~t the Hayor will ~ppoint-. th,ee'mem_b_~r-sulJcommittee to_conduct_a job seorch fa,· tile-City Attoyney p"<itiO)l, fle
added the subcommittee would submit f~1 hiring recommendations to the Council for consideration as soon as
practiclli and he moved tllat City Council direct the City Monoger to begin uSil1g outside legal counsel for any new legal
issues 1I1Otwould impact either economic development legal issues Of utility department legal issues_

Sansing "id he di,agrees with oppointing a subcomlniHee .nd would father 11jre" nrm to nnd a City Attorney £aso",
~.ia~She'is 0nCemed-.bounhi'-item-and-would-prefer to'postp<J"e it;;5he added Sll" thinks this it too much
information to deal with in such a short period of time. She added she would like to he" whot stoff would have to say
in responso to this information. She noted lhis is a huge shift with" 10l of money involved and lhere has no( been
enough time to study tile implicotion, of tllis recommondation_ She added she hos concernS about 110Wthe numbe"
have been calcul"tedr.!!_o_fiDnbY:Eason, s~f:Oii9_lly'Oliver that a-full"60 day. and a minimum -(if two workshop,. madej
~p-ortl1e-fQ!LCifY.:.Collncil be.ileld.in_oraer to stu~y this-issue. Dcnied-S Z-(Sans,inq, Brain"rd, S.ttler, Ross, a~d
Berryman opposed) Brandenburg ,pake "bout Iliring on outside nrm to searcl1 for on Attorney. He said that route
would be fairly time consuming "nd it is quite expensive_ Brainard made? frjendly ~mendme"t 10 the origiml
motion tilat the subcommittee bring recommend.tion, back to Council. 110ssapproved the omendment

O./i::er-said·he-feel'-thi' is-being-rushed a~d-he-i,-opposed to this-m()tion~He noted munici9"II"w is a very specialized
orea which requires interpretation, judqement, "nd critical skills, He said Council ha, experienced problems with
previous contracts a"d he finds it to ~e very important to hire a porson who has substan(ial experience in muniGipol

low_I;I.-oaid Council will-"2tget the-de~th and breadth of-exR.'ienc_~Jle?>kq from pali!:'g ccunsel $130JiQ9' y~
Oliver said jle thinks the City is much I,etter off on a contract bosis so the City can gel diverse ond deep expertise
without tlyi~g;o grow its own fJ,unicipal la,,~'"r_ Oliver said, if 'he I"wyer i, meshed in with the community, it will
intluencG judgement. fle feels the City is better served by g~(ting ,ervice irom" hrm who I", expertise in municip.1
law_ E"son said she wos 0 member of a City rroard when the City had a" ill hOLJseattorney al1d it did not work out
well. She added it is more difflcult to get rid of an employee of the City_ She noted, in the long run, the City saves
money by hoving compete"t 10g.1counsel, She tllinks this is tile wrong way to go ond ,he is shocked that the
mojotity of Council is conodent with the informotion given. Sal1sinq said he has been laid by others thot it is more
thrifty to have outside counsel and that nos ceen lile one concern he h., had with tllis issue .\Vole·ora the motion_

"as ~ain-"nded: --"",pl':rC>ve11'5-Z- (01ivor, -Ea,on -opper d);:)

Mayor recommended the legal services hiring subcommittee I)e made up of Ross, SatLier, and Oliver_Oliver denied the
recommend"tion of membership. Brainord said he likes the current counsel and his vote is based on f"C81 s"vings "nd
th.( the Cily would toe bcner ,eeved ho'iil1g legal seevice located here in town_ Oliver ,Bid, as tjle Council moves
forward with this, it is import~nt to get tile City Manager involved in on appropriate manner,l!::i~yQ[ recommendil
Brandenburg-bo.th. tllird_member-of-the_hiring_subcomminee in pl~ce of·Oliver.----- - -'-- -- - _.

f~Discussion and po>sible action to "Fprove recommend"tion, from the Social Selvice and Youth Program Fu~ding
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