
Revisicn '-'1 D"l~: cui,' 21, 2C';O
R~vis()n' ~re shDwn i" red witl' ."ello'il ~'q;'hi'0r,tin"

To: Chri, 1,','"lIi[1;;, Tr~vi" COU,,!,. Distei"1 Attorney Publi'; Int~grity \Jnil
Email: cr.ris.walling@co.t .. 1.Ii3.\X.U"

From: Rc~;s Huntef
906 S, \N"I~ut 2treet,
Ge~rGetow", Texas 7Bb2C
Tul: (512:, 830·0,,42
Email: ross.zl)huntGrh~"t.Gorrl

Purpose, Request for Investigation tnto the Actions of:

(1) Willi"rrlson Countv Dis!ricl A1IOrrlHy John BradlH'i
(2) G~ofg~town City i>un<,il mHrnbHr Pa' Berryn,,,,,'
(3) Gea,cet0'Nn City Attorney M,,,k S"blow

Ivr their failure to act in accordance '.'lith the law_ failure to in'''cstigate, and biluro to co",;ct, '..io!ati()ns ~f tile
Ge:"get()w" city charter and S,ate la'0/, and their failure to sct in ac-:ordBnce with tnGir fiduc'~ri r%pon,ibility
to the citi"ec,,; (lIthe city or CHmgAtown ~"d Ihe state ()' T~xaf" ';,'i,h reGard to

the payment of sn,bOO from city revenues ordered by the city "ttorn~y I" be p"io to coLJncil
member Pat Berryman as a reimbursement, yet '.vaiving the I'CQuiren1cnt (0 produce receiph. "ucoh
waiver of r8quirement being i~ contradictien of stancling legal advice qiven to the Ci',' ~:, Ihe TAxas
MLJnicipal L~"gLJA, ~m!such ";8i',er being made ':Iili1OUt the preduction if allY legal (heory for ,,,cll
commdiclion, the entire action bein!) I",rformed witholJtlhe :Iirecti(}[) of the Georgetown city cou~cil
silting in formal session

Summary of Issues/Actions Forming Basis for Request for Investigation

Ju~e 20, 200S Gcorgeto'N~ coun"il mernb<or P~t BErryr""", a "l"t~ emphyee at the time, submits request
for monthly pB,'ment from tne City of Gcorqctown for reGenUy "ppmved "optional stipend" of 8800 a month
A" 3 fesult of issues raised by city audite-rs. Georqctown city m"nOller Pl'lJl B,~n:J<o"bur9 contaC'-s Texas
Municipal Lea;ue (TMLJ for a legal opinion_ Gercyrnan m her rCGU£st ,-,':-(5ror thc- 83(00 ~b" d"<;;'ly
"~';"J""I"d ;."" ~;"I"ri by t!w Ci;, "t Geo;'gew"J"

JUly lG, 2008 S"",de"bury ink,,",s Bell)'man tilat ndL advises that employees of the 8t,,!e "re i"Aligib!e
te- receive both stat" "nd rnu"iGip"li!y ~al"riHs and oriers t() p",vi(le reimbursement tor actual expenses for
milear;e, meals. and cell ph"ne usc, requirinG recoip," for "lJd, reimbursement

Oclob€r ',9, 2009: Mark Sokolm"/ I)egins ~uties as the Geor'Jeto"Nn cit,' attorney,

Decembe, lS. 2009: Bcre;m"n ern,il, the rHoentl:, hire" city ail<_"ney rec.uesting compensation for
expenses (0' t~e peried between Julv 2008 imd DCGcrnber 200&, during whiGh p6r iod she remained a s,atc
6m;:hye~ Sh~ prc".-ifled a list "f lb tYD." ~jDX;J~n"e, but no ~r8"h'o'·.u~. n,.,·CQ:;¥" no ,,-)c~iph

D'cG"mbcr 18, 200) i'Jds ',,"W.- '.".'I'_'-"9Iyi.-,belad Fajru8',' 12, :iU;O}·. Llen-,-mall receivGs B p"ymenl from ths
city finance office i~ Ihe 'lIT'O,,,,t ,,: ;t 1J, 000, providing no actual receipts. (Anecdotal Gvidence deocribes
S~X()~"W ,Ie; ''''"Ikin;; I;~r to tire finance ottice an" ofderinJ Ulat payment be made an the spoL)



Marer. 31, 2010: In fGSpOnS8to ()p,·,nrecords rHque,;I" mode in GOrLjunction'fiith a J"~"'; stJr;' claimi", the'
lJenyman I"','mcnt W3S.' ',iuJ"lion 01 the Texa,; C,,~"litution, 1',1r_Sokclow is quotHd: "..,if requ6st~d by the
State, Council Member B''''ym~n is qUitBwilli,,;; to provide Clddilion81GOCUmefllSt" ,tate officials who 50
r-"q"",1."

~'lay 4, 2()1O.The press arlir:1ci5 publislled, 'Millen 0'1in"ieS'ic"li'"c' journalist KAn M;.lftin,~n(1publd",d
tilrouqh tl1eonlinA fleWsite Tile Auetifl Bulldog (of,"",''', .tl'H""5tinbulldo·,pr g)_M"rtjn cites appliedble I"w
oarring 8er<'!l1Iunfrom receivir;8" ""IDCyfrom h~r c",rncil position while in the employ or Hoc;,tate. citing AG
Jim MJtlox opinbn JM·12fi6, reinforced later by Letter Opini()rK' 93-33 anel 93-37 f""fI AG Don 1',1orales_
Full cjt~jjon tor th~ "lory:
http://www_th<C...U5Iinbullelog.ory.in:Jex.pnp/Main-ArtidHdMoin_At1icle....rlIore·le.lal_problems_in.
geofgetO'....r'.html

July 13, 2010: Geory~IO'Nncity council medjnu:

Firs!' Uf,der aqcn(la postifl8 ror "~ction from A",,;utive session" {p,,,;t,,d ~s "F Sec. 551.074:
P~"")nn,,1 Motters-Oi",,,,,"ion fcq8rc'ing "fl '''lIl;loymem contr~cl with the City Att"r n"y _ Bill Sattler,
Co""dl'"ember), CO'HLciimcmber P311yE,,"on makes" rfiolioll ror on investigco\ioninlo matters
",IDting (0 tllis i,;""" [;IKI receives no ,cc,md,

c;econdJy,"ndcr Item "Q E"o()" '5 cOl'ncil C()lIe39""" ottempt to 1,lockI"" ClIUlor citizen
e'pr~",ion, by means ifldurJi";J on imprope, atl,,,npl to call a G"''''':il vote to remov~ thHit"", ;rom
th" "gen(!", C~uncil rflHmber Berryman j""ippropriDtely partkip"rt[>5o~ tile d3is inste"d or recusing
;",,,,,lllsBe Sec 2.24.170 of city w1e). B['"rym8n makes [Ilolion5, first to table, thHfI to postpone
Ihc item, receivi"U no scconelon eith~r Jltempt

Thirdly, in response to a cili%,,,,',,call lor an invA"ti;Jutionof the fur;d, under question, Couflcil
rflH",lu Berryman, still ,,,·,"Icd on tr.e dais, ""Its" point of orJ~r 10sl"te that 'Nilli3nlSofl County
Ddriet Attorney John 3rudtev has jnv"'tig,,lcd and tound ,," ,-vidence ot 'Nrongd"inp in rcsponse t(}
~ complaint FiJ~dwjth his office. [No dFidat lindin,s I"",,, Ihus lar I)een .-elea",,<Jto the public, no,
any wnfirr"<rlion that an actu;rl ifl·,'%ti"~tion t()ok pl",;c,[

July 1B, 2010 Tile 'Nilijarr""HI County ~un publi,;ilc'o un accounl (}f ,'" i~lerview witll Dif,[rict ."'Horney
Bradley maele3 days H"rlic'f us part of its reporl of thB council ses"ion proceedings. No detuils of complai"l
'lied "re given, !WI Br;,dlcy states Jle revie'.wd the sLFpportin~dOGumentsot Ken M.."tin', story, 3nd als()
reviewed unnaIII~d d"cume~ts prs'~flld to him by atl(;rr'HYSokolow and Couflcit member Berryman, "II of
whicll le3d hi", 10Gonclu·,lethere I,; in"uiflcicnt e"i1enc~ I" jIl(1icatecrimin;» ''"''()'''IOoinq. TJle mallHr. ,I"t%
Llradley, is for tile civic mena. Br"rJlc'y st~tcs to the S"fI "~w3paper tJl;,t Allornc'y Gcneral opinion" '''~
ac'vi'''"y ""d ~ot binding, afld tl,,'1 othcr AG opini()fl" "an be found to "ui'porl Berr/m3n·s claim No
su;rp"rlinq opinion and flOfurther detail is pre,';~"I<·,d1;'1the Sun



General Background

The cit]' attorn"y is Ilirec! by. ""d "eIVes at thA will of. the Georgdown city colJneil. Since the city Cl!i()rIlCY
has no dl~rter grant of administrative ~Lllhoritv, the dBS'" ibed lIction on hi" p~rt, taken in,IApen(icntly is
outside the I'un;i", ....of his auti'~r ily_

The Cily .il.ttomey wle i, ddined ill tl1e Cily (hurter 8S follew,;

So~.S.06,Cily ,\Horney
rho Ci,)' Coooc;1 ,lu~1 "ppoino 0 com~"lent ,,[torney wi," sha'i h(l'ic pmc.'icA(I !8W in II," 810to of
Te,"s fer "t leost ,'.';0 ni y"",s i;nmediotol, rrec~(Ii,,~1.".0op,ooinln,"ot. Tlw [joy ''''ome)' ,I,all be 'ho
logal O",'iSO' uf, "nd ,,"o;ooy for. 31101tile ort;eo, "n", C~Pdrtm~nto af -Iw Cily, "nd 'hall rop;Asenllhe
Cily in oil [iti9"':0" 3"tlloQ,,1 P'000,,(li"9>, The ClI-,-,\tt0rney sh"Jlllmtt, OpP(Me, 0' ri~e\'.Til_enobj"e"on,
'0 eve,y ordi.".onc.~O"0pletll.;" I"e Council. an" ,hdl P"'", ",oon "II dCl·.u"",""'O, con""c," 3"tll"~al
ioo",,,.'rwnl,·, in Wil;ch tno U, cr."" hove ,on intO'AS<,
n,ere ,h,,11be ""Oif "ooi"".o< (;;'y Altc-rneyc~, m,oy b" "ull,,,cizell by Iho (;o,,,)(il "Oe ~~p'ntocl
I,y lI,e Cily I\t,orney ",In 'h~ ~"provol of 'he Cily Council. ood "uCh""i,t"nt City Attorne)', ,hdll bo
authori,etl lu ~c,fer one on bek<lf uf the City Alto, ney_ Tho (;jty At'.o;ne,,(,;, ~fI(l "ni oo,io'"'" City
AUGrncy(',i c,~r·,e solely "t the 'o'Iillo, the Cuuncil.
(ilo', No, 050GG3·6, ".,.03)

Tr,e City Or!J"niz~fjonal Ch~ftl.lpdatc·'1 2009 cl~,,,ly ,;ho',vs tl1e Cily Altorney at pear IHvel with Ihe City
M8n"y~r (both under the CO''''cil), and with n() :Iirect contact wilh J(iministoati"e ,;t,',if under (I.e City
,....fan"gds mlthority. R~quired by cletinition 10 pro'iicle advlcA '" 'kp~rtment c'ireel(),", prcsum3bly the eily
"llorncy ma\, intera"l directly "Nith lower ,;I"ff mcmbers, bulth,·, protocol is cle<lrly 5hown to tlow thr(JLluh the
City ~..lanageL

The ory~ni?~!ionBI cl1art is "11"Gh~d as a pdf filA, 'md may also bA vi"'VG(j online herA'
;1tip :/!ww,,'I ,sc ribd _co nll, I(),J:,~5 bJ 572/ City-Of!la nization aI·CI ,,',rl· Up ci~te Q.Dace, IIb,·" .). 00 0· IVith-N an,~"

Witl1 reU~rd 10 the Berryma" PJyment and tl1e OVHr!lIrning of Tex", Municipal LeaglJ~ fmlld opinion that
madH Ihe p~vment pos';ible, the council ~",d rwl dirccted tl1e (;ily "Hornev to provid,' 10''1(11 rcview ot tlli,;
fIIUtiCf. let alone t,1k~ this action; indeHd. Ihe maYOf diu' not 'NGn know of it u"lil thG iOllmalist K~n I'.b~in
nli5cd tl1e issLJe. (Tlw last cia"" rAeJarding th8 ma:,'or, Georuc Garver, cilet; K~n r--1~rtin's accounl. C,"ver
,mcl City M3""u~r Paul Bran(leliburq 'lOth si:;ned (he ch~ck (lccorcling t() M~'lin, but ,1'8 docurn""lilion
sl10wing IhiS h~dn't 09% vet i H"nsed ''''hen ~,Iarti" i" I~.-vicwed GarvA', \··;~IO2t ;;,e time Qrci,,%ed beirg
unaW,ife of the matter.)

D~spile pfess and citi;:en inquiries, no CG" Helive ~ction or ex;,liHl.-)iion has come from Berr/man 0' f(~",
SOkolow Of from a"y member ot tl1e c01J[,eil.

IrregularitiAs of council procedLJr~ i·,bound, l)otl1 within Ihe Berryman ca';H dnd with otl1ef rn';'1~r> hDndled by
tl1e City '\lIome,' VVI1ile olhHr improl;rieties are" m,ttGr for the GsorU"!(lwn S'/stem t(} corr"ct, they illustrate
a p'!iBrn of inlproper GOrldL!ci b,' thc city altorrl~y which further Ie",],; PGr5u~sion to til~ r","'d to investigate
the 8err/mBn payment

Stories and aIlAU<llion, reqafding Cily Allomc\, Sokol,w.-"o viol"tions ot procACure ~r.d IMi may be ,;Iudic'd
more fUlly at The Allstin 8ulI(.'0:; wcb,He prev;ously cilC)d, ~tO,.iDSturther H~plorcd by ti1e 'Nilli<m'son CountY'
e:;un (no wcb,ite postinp)

Thi" ';CriDS ot 9','entc, rHiJrGSents a cultUre ()f cOlltinui~9 and egrH8io", 'iiol3tion of pr'''''"durcs. law. and
fidudmy resp~"si;,ilily to the citizens of Gcoqeto"Nn I-iow~',er, the events erHHn'''dtca acove speak 1m
themselves for the purpose of tili" "·'qUG't.

"Nith ra~'lrd 10 the pUrpotlAd inv",;tkption 0; ti,is mall,-", no ic-rmal inio"""lion appeafs to exd or hmc been
pllblisil~d !;y which the I,ublic COn know how ,Ieepl,. the VVilliall1son CD",:ly D,strict Atw; "Ay pur>ued the



B~"y"'3n p~yrnAnt. District Attorney Bradley himself is 3 slIbject of controversy witl1 specific regard to
imestiqating h'5 fcttJW eicctc,d ()HiGi"I,. A "1mI' report~d by Ne':.', 8 AU"'i" illuslr~tes B(1dl~y''' lack 01
thoroughness h and dedication '0, the discover/ of truth .~ these matters, and reveals pattcms thet m"y
h~ve re;;edtd here.
See, "R£sident, "ps~t "boul new C,,,mnis,.;i',nd" CnuftILJIAS" "'ported by CIrHlsea I-i<wer and oUDlisl1ed to
the 'Neb site 11.'14/200;<. The link is herc: http //':"·"w.new58,,,,,tiru;om/c,,ntenlit,,p _ "toriAS/? AdD~ 195327

Questions Pertinent to Investigation

1. ',..Villi3msar. County District Attorney John LJrajley. Did he investigate the previous Gornpl~in'? Ir "", did
he "exoner"tG" Ms Berryrn"n"J If so, what W3S the breadthiscopeiprocess of tl1at inve3tigatio~ and the Icgat
basis for that finding"l If he did not inve'tir,~l". on wh"II~U,,1 bJ,i,; did ItH m,kH that choice"

2. Cou"cil """"bAr P<lt Berr/man. Did she t·rea:<. or 'Nas she complicit in bre3king any laws in obtBinin!J
tho"e fur"," wiihcul "ctlJdl rec~ipts~ 'o,Vashe, l,ei13vi,,, a misuse of her office'"

3, City Attorncy M"rk Sokol~'N. Oi:1 tlrA city ;,I'orney's actions exceed the proper role ot the city attorn8Y
under the la',,"s of (I,e State of TGx,-,s and thc G~0rgelo"'n city ch~r1Hr? Oi~ h~violale laws or Texas State
Bar ethical standards, or the l.;corget(wm city charter?

Fir"" NoIH: Tlli, "ampl"i"t does not cl13'ge wrongdoing on the part of the l.;corqctown City Council """
whole, Howe'fcr, il would SHe", ;'"propriate that an investigation in this m3tter would extend to a rcview of
Council procedures 8nd actions in order to restor" (ii!Jnit:, \0, ",,0' corHluencH in, fLJIL"e council actions

II I,; my b)(lest wish tj1at ti1is ,upture is simply 3 ma,ter of their fBiturc to act "ffirm~tively, r"ther th""
complicity in the p05siblc 'fiolation of I"w". oLlr char!e, and the citizen's trust

Ro% HLJnter
Jut:, 21 2010
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